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SECTION ONE

TREE LINE

“Life is a bit like climbing trees, crossing swing bridges, or 

mountaineering. Never look down.”

LOOK UP



LAKE OF THE WOODS AT ANGLE INLET, MN.-PHOTO CREDIT : KRISSIE MASON

“Regardless of whether our words and images 
are viewed in print or pixels, relative newcomers 

among us find themselves standing on the 
shoulders of giants.”
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On the heels of the 61st Annual AGLOW 
Conference at Lake of the Woods and I am 
still remarking to friends and family how 
much talent was assembled all in one place.  
The term “epic” is batted around loosely and 
often in outdoor advert copy. Everyone is 
doing something of epic proportions. Mmm, 
sometimes. More often it’s hyperbole. But 
when you think about the sheer volume and 
quality of content churned by the award win-
ners, those in attendance, and AGLOW mem-
bers collectively, the aggregate of all is epochs 
of epic proportion!  Now that’s something 
worthy of the word. 

The 61st Annual AGLOW Conference. It 
bears repeating.  SIXTY-ONE years of out-
door communicators coming together to 
celebrate each other, and elevate our cho-
sen profession. Certainly there have been 
shifts over those sixty-one years; notably, an 
evolution in how content is delivered and 
consumed to name just two. Regardless of 
whether our words and images are viewed in 
print, or pixels, relative newcomers among us  
find themselves standing on the shoulders of 
giants. Giants like Tim Lesmeister, and other 
contributors you’ll find in the pages of this 
issue. Tim is one of many AGLOW members 
who has had a long and illustrious career in 
our business. On page 12, Tim shares some 
ideas on Monetizing Social Media Channels;  
subject matter that didn’t exist when many of 
the AGLOW pioneers founded our organiza-
tion. 

We also have content from Bill Hilts, Jr. on his 
nomination of industry legend, Ernie Calan-
drelli, for the 2017 Individual Golden Glow 
Award. 

Bob Groene’s nomination of Living Land 
& Waters for the 2017 Organization Golden 
Glow Award can also be found in this issue. 

Of note, Bob recently retired after 25 years as 
an outdoor columnist and outdoor recreation 
advocate in Illinois. He was surprised with a 
well-deserved honor presented by the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources. (Page 30.)  

For award winners in absentia, and others 
who could not attend this year, know we 
really missed you. Sincerely. And according to 
Thayne Smith the sentiment goes both ways.

This morning I received a note from Thayne:

“You’ll never know how much I regret miss-
ing the conference. So many friends receiving 
awards, so many old friends I’d like to see 
again, and the many new hands I’d like to 
shake, and stories I’d like to share. You are in-
cluded, and I add a long list of congratulations 
to that. 

I have forwarded congratulations to the award 
winners, with special nods to Larry Whiteley; 
Darrell Taylor and wife, Marge, of course; my 
favorite tabloid editor, Bobby Whitehead, tru-
ly one of a kind and a friend of 25 years.”  

Thayne nominated Darrell Taylor for the 
2017 Excellence in Craft Golden Glow Award. 
(Page.16) 

And speaking of Bobby Whitehead, see page 
22 to read The Condo, his 2017 Best of the Best 
award winning article. 

My convoluted point is this: I feel fortunate 
to be one small fish. One fish swimming with 
friends and connections in a school of many…
in a lake with giant trophy fish. A lake like 
Lake of the Woods. An epic lake. 

Be well, km-
krissie@scratchandholler.com

EDITORS MESSAGE |  KRISSIE MASON
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE |  BRANDON BUTLER

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRANDON BUTLER

“...when it comes to fish and game, Johnny Morris has 
become the Walt Disney of wildlife...”

Thank you to everyone who attended and par-
ticipated in the 61st Annual AGLOW Confer-
ence at Lake of the Woods. From all accounts, 
it was an incredible experience. Old friend-
ships were strengthened and new ones forged, 
while business was done all around. 

I’m especially proud of the Missouri Mafia for 
representing the Show-Me State so well. Dar-
rel Taylor took home the Excellence-in-Craft 
Golden Glow Award, the highest honor to 
be awarded by AGLOW, in recognition of 
his accomplishments in and dedication to 
the field of outdoor communications. Bobby 
Whitehead won Best of Show for excellence 
in writing for his story “The Condo.” Brent 
Frazee won awards in five categories, while 
capturing the Pete Czura Award for Excel-
lence in Photography for his photo entitled 
“Tight Quarters at Bennett Spring.” Barbara 
Gibbs Ostmann, Kenny Kieser and myself also 
brought awards home to Missouri. 

Conservation has been, and remains my plat-
form as your president, and one special Mis-
sourian stands out above the crowd on the 
global stage when it comes to supporting fish 
and game. Johnny Morris has become the 
Walt Disney of wildlife. His newest venture 
is a must see destination for every conserva-
tion-minded American.  
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The Wonders of Wildlife National Museum 
and Aquarium at Bass Pro Shops’ flagship 
store in Springfield, Missouri is now open and 
it is spectactular. Just last month, a celebra-
tion featuring two United States Presidents, 
the Secretary of Interior, state leaders, conser-
vation leaders, outdoor industry professionals, 
NASCAR legends, movie stars, country music 
stars and more all gathered together for the 
unveiling of what most are calling the greatest 
fish and wildlife museum in the world. 

Wonders of Wildlife is a celebration of fish 
and wildlife like no other. The vision of John-
ny Morris, the founder of Bass Pro Shops, 
comes alive in this incredible testament of his 
devotion to honoring the conservation legacy 
of North America and beyond. 

As you make your way through the muse-
um and aquarium, you pass through wildlife 
and habitat displays from different parts of 
the world, including the Rocky Mountains, 
southern bayous, plains of Africa and Arctic 
Tundra. The aquarium takes you through 
many different fish habitats, including fresh 
water, salt water, swamps, coastal and deep 
ocean. 

“All these remarkable leaders-very talented 
people-have chosen to make conservation their 
lives work. To get up everyday just fighting for 
us and the future, and for our kids and grand-
kids to have a place to grow up like we did. To 
see things like Lewis and Clark got to see all 
those years ago,” Morris said.  

Wonders of Wildlife is so much more than a 
museum and aquarium. It’s a monument for 
conservation. This is a must see destination 
for anyone who loves the outdoors. All of us 
who hunt and fish owe Mr. Johnny Morris a 
tip of the old Bass Pro cap for all he has done 
to support the conservation. Conservation is 

simply the future’s ability to live as we live 
today.  

“I’ve been very blessed my whole life. I grew 
up here in the Ozarks fishing on the White 
River with my mom and dad ever since I was a 
kid, and I’ve been so fortunate, really blessed, 
that my whole life I’ve been around some-
thing I love and that’s fishing and the out-
doors,” Morris said. 

JOHNNY MORRIS (ABOVE) 
PHOTO CREDIT:SPRINGFIELD BUSINESS JOURNAL 
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The 2017 Annual Conference is in the books 
and as usual I felt a little like a kid on that last 
day of summer camp as the conference drew 
to a close.  It is no doubt my favorite time 
of year spent with my favorite people. There 
were some notable changes in the structure 
and content of the conference that seemed to 
be well received.

There were opportunities to experience 
Minnesota’s great outdoors every day of the 
conference.  Starting bright and early Mon-
day morning with over 50 AGLOW members 
afield walleye fishing, sturgeon fishing, duck 
hunting and goose hunting.  Wednesday after-
noon walleye, sturgeon and grouse were the 
focus of our hunters and fishermen.  Thurs-
day morning rounded out the week with more 
walleye, sturgeon, duck and goose hunting.  
All tolled, over 50 conference attendees went 
hunting or fishing each of these days.

While there were plenty of walleyes caught, 
the sturgeon fishermen were extremely pro-

ductive.  Many caught their very first stur-
geon on this trip.  The goose hunters also did 
extremely well, each of the days that goose 
hunting was offered, the hunters were limited 
out in less than one hour.

The purpose of so many outdoor opportuni-
ties at conference this year was to give ample 
material for media content about the bounty 
of the Lake of the Woods area.  A bonus was 
the valuable networking time spent with col-
logues in the industry.  Sharing a charter boat 
or duck blind many times provides the perfect 
platform to forge a life long friendship or a 
long lasting business relationship, or both.

The other notable change was the content of 
the seminars.  The underlying theme was dig-
ital communications.  I made the assumption 
that like me, there were many members who 
felt they could be more proficient with the 
use of Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and the 
like.  Apparently I was right, the sessions were 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS MESSAGE |  MARK C.  SMITH

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARK C SMITH

“...the mention of their name in the media that you produce 
about the trip will always bring a smile to their faces.”.
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all packed full of AGLOW members.  I even 
had a couple of nearby lodge owners and staff 
members ask if they could attend.

These events don’t just happen. There were 
months of planning that preceded this five 
day event.  I would like to thank Joe Henry 
with Lake of the Woods Tourism, Gregg and 
Diana Hennum from Sportsman’s Lodge, and 
my wife, D. Lori Smith for all of the hard 
work that went in to making this conference 
so enjoyable.  Without them it simply would 
not have happened.

I would also like to thank all of the fishing 
and hunting guides.  Many of them, the hunt-
ing guides in particular, are not professional 
guides, they are regular guys who took a day 
off of work and volunteered to take AGLOW 

members afield.  Small gestures of gratitude go 
a long way.  Cash or tipping is certainly appro-
priate, but here are a couple of other sugges-
tions.  A phone call, text or a note in the mail 
to tell them what a good time you had.  Better 
yet, the mention of their name in the media 
that you produce about the trip will always 
bring a smile to their faces.

Once again, it was great seeing you all at Lake 
of the Woods and now I am off to start plan-
ning for Bismarck, North Dakota 2018.

‡‡‡

PHOTO COURTESY OF FACEBOOK.COM/@CURVESINCAMO



ALDER THICKET-LAKE OF THE WOODS AREA-PHOTO CREDIT: KRISSIE MASON
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BIG MOUNTAIN 
DREAMING

“Stay close to anything that makes you feel you are glad to be alive. 

Plant the seeds for a sustainable future. Connect, respect and listen 

to nature, for nature is our greatest teacher”

KEEP CLIMBING
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While I was hoping the rain would be coming down in 
buckets and thunder would f ill the sky on the day I was 
to make a presentation at the conference up on Lake of 
the Woods, the weather was beautiful. Everyone went 
f ishing or hunting instead of coming to my seminar on 
monetizing your social media presence. 

While I discussed the topic with a half-dozen hardcore 
communicators - and had Cynthya Porter join me for 
an additional segment regarding Instagram - I felt sorry 
for all those that decided to get baked by the sun, risk 
hearing loss popping caps at waterfowl and grouse and 
potentially harm their joints every time they set the 
hook. So as a token of my sympathy for all who came to 
the conference and didn’t make it to my lecture, I will 
share some of the highlights here in Horizons.

If you wish to monetize your social media presence 
f irst you must ask yourself: How do you know your 
content program is ready for monetization? Ceros 
blogger Ashley Taylor Anderson suggested that mature 
content programs share a few common characteristics. 
They include: a documented content strategy, various 
marketing personas, personalized content, robust search 
optimization, consistent and quality content, various 
content types (audio, visual, etc.), and sophisticated 

MONETIZE SOCIAL PRESENCE by Tim Lesmeister

lead generation tactics, among other key attributes.

A great content marketing program doesn’t happen 
overnight. If your business is still operating without a 
content marketing strategy, your content production is 
hit or miss, and your content library isn’t very robust, 
then it’s too early to consider monetization.

If you are a YouTuber you must always monetize 
your videos unless this will conf lict with any of your 
sponsors. You must activate monetization in your 
settings and set up an AdSense Account.

To do this log on to YouTube - Go to Creator Studio 
- Go to Channel - Enable Monetization - Set up your 
AdSense Account.

What is AdSense?  It’s Google’s cash stream and you get 
a teeny-tiny percentage.

You can also use YouTube to direct individuals to sites 
that are optimized for more income. That might be a 
web site that has an e-commerce section or a BLOG that 
has sponsorships.

We discussed Paywalls in this presentation but it looks 
like few in our group would have a use for this type of 
monetization scheme.

A lot of the conversation was directed towards patron 
options. As the Facebook generation comes of age, 
more and more donations are happening on the web. 
Donors expect a simple, easy-to-use interface that 
provides options and f lexibility. Once you’ve built your 
fundraising campaign in the system, it’s as simple as 
placing a “FUND ME” button on your website.

The most popular patron site for the type of work 
we do would be Patreon. In 2013, YouTube musician 
Jack Conte was looking for a solution to his problem: 
millions of people loved his videos, but only hundreds 

PHOTO COURTESY OF TIM LESMEISTER
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of dollars were hitting his bank account. This didn’t 
add up, so he drafted up an idea and brought it to 
his college roommate Sam Yam. Now it’s 2017, and 
Patreon is the solution to this same problem for over 50 
thousand creators.

The patron option is not crowd funding. For 
an ongoing project or if you want to consider 
patronization stay away from sites like KickStarter and 
IndieGOGO.

There are many other options and we discussed them 
all.  Aff iliate marketing, building an email list, an 
e-commerce site, online advertising as a marketing 

strategy that involves the use of the Internet as a 
medium to obtain website traff ic and target and deliver 
marketing messages to the right customers.

The bottom line is there are sizable amounts of money 
to be made by monetizing your social media presence. 
You just have to realize it is a numbers game. The 
more people you have following you the more value 
you bring to brands seeking to reach your audience. 
Nothing happens overnight, but nothing started means 
nothing happens. Those that are successful in this 
industry are those that are persistent in their mission.

‡‡‡

PHOTO CREDIT: TIM LESMEISTER



LAKE OF THE WOODS AT ANGLE INLET, MN.-PHOTO CREDIT: KRISSIE MASON
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GO EXPLORE
“Without wilderness, we will eventually lose the capacity to 

understand America. Our drive, our ruggedness, our unquenchable 

optimism and zeal and elan go back to the challenges of the raging 

seas and untrammeled wilderness..”

BE CHALLENGED
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“...I’ve known and admired Darrell for many years. He is a gentleman 
of the first class and a fine man.”

DARRELL TAYLOR:
A FINE MAN

by Thayne Smith

No one, in the minds of many, could be more qualified 
for the Golden Glow  EIC Award than Darrell Taylor. 

His enviable record bears this out. 

He joined AGLOW in 1996, and just a few years later, 
hard work and production of good ideas for betterment 
of the organization, coupled with a willingness to serve 
landed  him in a number of positions. 

First, he was elected to the board of directors. Then, 
he served as Corporate Liaison, then vice president, 
president and chairman. 

This begs the mind to know more about him. 

His first endeavor in the communications industry 
was to produce and market topographic or contour 
maps of lakes in Illinois and Missouri in the 1970s. The 
idea came from reading and following the concepts 
of structure fishing taught by Buck Perry and Fishing 
Facts Magazine.

It quickly became apparent that even die-hard anglers 

DARRELL TAYLOR (ABOVE)
GOLDEN GLOW EXCELLENCE IN CRAFT AWARD WINNER 2017  

PHOTO COURTESY OF DARRELL TAYLOR

PHOTO CREDIT: JEANNIE FARMER
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did not know how to interpret contour maps. To bridge 
that gap, he bought an overhead projector, drew his 
own slides, and began teaching fishing clubs in Illinois, 
Wisconsin, and Indiana, plus appearing on television 
and the BASS University in Terre Haute, Indiana. 

In 2003, during an AGLOW board meeting, he 
expressed concern over the lack of boat manufacturers 
represented as Corporate Members. The quick response 
to him was “fix it and create something special for that 
group to entice them.”

Thus Boating Day at the Annual Conference was 
born – a ‘first ever’ for outdoor writer’s organizations. 
Even though the wind blew so hard boats could not be 
launched, the first Boating Day at the Okoboji, Iowa 
conference was a success. Boats were lined up on shore 
and canoes floated in the pool.

The following year, at the conference in Arrowwood, 
Minnesota, ATVs were added to Boating Day – another 
‘first ever’ for AGLOW and outdoor writer groups in 
general. Boating day outdoors was rained out but a 
show at the resorts indoor tennis courts was a success.  

And, the following year at the Sioux Falls, SD 
conference, camping equipment was added creating 
ABC Day (ATV, Boating, and Camping) – another 
‘first ever’ for AGLOW and writer’s groups.

In 2007, at the Conference in Niagara, NY, as Vice 
President, he collaborated with Bob Whitehead to 
develop and conduct a “How to bid on a conference 
and what to do when you don’t win” seminar to a 
standing room crowd of corporate member CVBs – 
another ‘first ever’ and forerunner to today’s Special 
Tourism Sessions for CVBs.

ABC Day is gone now, giving way to the more widely 
attended Tourism Day, but it proved the merits and 
value of the conference arrival day afternoon.

He was responsible for creating a policy to reward 
media and corporate members for recruiting new 
members by refunding part of the membership dues for 
their successes. The policy also included conference fee 

discounts for sponsors whose new members attended 
their first conference, another ‘first-ever’ in AGLOW.

He is responsible for recruiting many valued corporate 
members including Boat  US, CarbonX Fishing Rods, 
Chrysler Group, General Motors, Hobie Cat Co. 
Mack’s Lures, Inc., and Toyota. 

In 1975, Spence Petros, an editor of Fishing Facts at the 
time, gave him an assignment to write a series of articles 
on how to interpret contour maps – a ‘first ever’ in the 
publications industry. 

After a year of educating and marketing, other people 
entered the fishing map market. To give his maps a 
competitive edge he revised them, overlaying aerial 
photos of the shoreline onto the maps. There were 
no GPS devices in those days but with a flasher style 
depthfinder and his maps, anglers could line up objects 
on land to find offshore structure – a ‘first ever’ in the 
fishing industry.

In 1976, he collaborated with Ron Lindner and Bobby 
Murray, winner of the first BASSMASTER Classic, 
to write the fledgling In-Fisherman Magazine’s 
Reservoir Issue. His assignment was to classify and 
explain the system for manmade lakes in the Midwest 
and mid-south. Murray’s assignment was the huge 
impoundments of the west and northwest. That article 
was reprinted in the In-Fisherman Handbook of Fishing 
Knowledge. This information was a ‘first ever’ in the 
fishing industry and still commonly quoted by anglers 
and fisheries professionals. 

He will tell you that AGLOW has been “a  wonderful 
ride” for he and his lovely wife, Marjorie. And, they 
share great pride in the fact that along the way, he 
managed to capture eleven of AGLOW’s craft awards 
for writing.

There is no doubt that Darrell Taylor is eminently 
qualified for the AGLOW Excellence- In-Craft Award.

‡‡‡
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“His life has been all about the outdoors and he shares that passion every 
chance he gets.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF  BILL HILTS

CAPT. ERNIE CALANDRELLI : 
ONE OF THE BEST

by Bill Hilts, Jr.

No matter where you live in this country, if 
you hunt and fish there’s a good chance you’ve 
heard of Capt. Ernie Calandrelli of Lewiston, 
NY. Capt. Ernie has been in the industry for 
over four decades and he’s been enjoying the 
outdoors even longer. Originally from Niagra 
Falls inWestern New York, Calandrelli grew up 
hunting and fishing. 

After winning numerous turkey calling compe-
titions with his good friend Paul Butski, Ernie 
started working for Quaker Boy Game Calls in 
Orchard Park, NY. Today, he’s still employed 
at Quaker Boy as the Director of Public Rela-
tions and Advertising. He is an old school icon 
in the outdoor industry. 

While Ernie’s name is normally associated 
with turkeys and turkey hunting, he is also 
one heck of a deer hunter! He has been on 

numerous television programs, appeared in 
videos and frequented many radio shows. 
Calandrelli has also been the subject of count-
less newspaper and magazine articles; both 
print and digital. 

Social media has become an important outlet 
for Capt. Ernie to spread his message. He’s 
always willing to give a talk or share his time, 
especially when kids are involved. In 2016 
alone he was involved with youth hunts in 
Texas, Ohio, and Georgia. 

As far as his fishing exploits, he’s been a Great 
Lakes charter captain licensed by the U. S. 
Coast Guard. His angling “home” is the lower 
Niagara River and Lake Erie Charter – bodies 
of water he’s fished for over 25 years. He is 
considered one of the best in the business and 
fishes year-round for a variety of species. His 
focus, however, is bass, walleye, salmon and 
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trout – not necessarily in that order.
Not only is he an ambassador of our fisheries, 
he is very giving of his time and energy as he 
does his best to pass on these traditions – start-
ing with his own family. His son, Nick, (who is 
also a charter captain now) is a chip off the old 
block – and it scares him! 

Capt. Ernie regularly shares his expertise and 
knowledge with the next generation of hunter 
and fisherman as I’ve mentioned. In addition, 
he is always donating his time for local fund 
raising efforts. For example, the Jim Kelly 
Charity Shoot held at the Three-F Conser-
vation Society (his home club) in Lewiston. 
He’s also been involved with Fishing for a 
Cure with Cystic Fibrosis. His life has been all 
about the outdoors and he shares that passion 
every chance he gets.

Calandrelli is a special guy. He was one of the 
first people I wrote about when I first started 

writing for the Niagara Falls Gazette back in 
1980. For the most part, he’s still that same 
guy I met 37 years ago. When I sat down to 
think about a nomination for the Golden 
Glow Individual Award, he was the first per-
son that popped into my head. My only regret 
is that I didn’t think of it a year earlier. He 
was in attendance at the AGLOW Conference 
in Chautauqua County. Hopefully, you met 
him then. If not, there will be other opportu-
nities for sure.

Ernie was the guy I turned to for setting up 
the turkey hunts when we hosted the Cast and 
Blast in Niagara Falls USA in 2012. Well orga-
nized and always willing to share a story.

Honoring people like Calandrelli is what it’s 
all about when it comes to these special Gold-
en Glow Awards.

‡‡‡

PHOTO CREDIT: FORREST FISHER ERNIE CALANDRELLI, (ABOVE). PHOTO CREDIT: BILL HILTS, JR
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“Clawing their way to the bottom,” were the 
initial words one national publication used 
to describe Quad City based Living Lands & 
Waters . (LL&W.)

Another wrote, “what started with one young 
man has grown to ignite communities.”

While the Chair of the LL&W Board, Terry 
Becker, said, “we’ve reached many milestones, 
but we have one goal—MORE. More clean-
ups, more students, more trees, more volun-
teers, more trash.”

A bit of history..... 

As a teenager Chad Pregracke spent lots of 
time on the Mississippi River where he saw an 
inordinate amount of trash and debris col-
lecting in and along his beloved river. Calls to 
governmental agencies produced no results—
the trash remained. The youngster took 
matters into his own hands—and boat—quite 
literally.  

Where he formally placed mussel shells he had 
collected from the river bottom to sell to the 
cultured pearl industry; and rough fish to sell 
to commercial fish houses, he started filling 
his aluminum flat bottom with trash—while 
working alone. 

Publicity came to a lad performing an unusual 
task—clearing the Mississippi River of trash 
& debris. Then came folks willing to help; 
followed by offers of other assistance. The 
proverbial snowball was rolling downhill and 
gaining momentum. Cleanups moved up the 
Mississippi, down the Mississippi, to other 
rivers and to other states. 

In 1997 the energetic 23 year old founded 
Living Lands & Waters. While it’s still a not-
for-profit organization; oh, how things have 
changed over the last 20 years. 

The core team of Living Lands & Waters staff-
ers has grown to more than a dozen; one flat 
bottom boat has turned into a fleet of water-
craft that includes barges and push boats and 

“Publicity came to a lad performing an unusual task—clearing the 
Mississippi River of trash and debris .”

PHOTO COURTESY OF  BOB GROENE/KRISSIE MASON

LIVING LAND AND WATERS by Bob Groene
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the scope of work has multiplied dramatically. 

THESE MILESTONES WERE REACHED IN 2016:

-LL&W has preformed 1000 clean-ups on 23 rivers 
in 20 states with over 100,000 volunteers pitching in 
to remove an incredible 10,00,000 pounds of trash. 

-The volunteer list includes over 9500 students; 
many of which show up in Memphis annually to 
clean-up rivers as an alternative spring break. 

-Their adopt-a-river (similar to adopt a highway) 
program encompasses 262 miles of 23 rivers in ten 
states.

-They planted their 1,000,000th tree.
(In 2007 they started a Million Trees Project and 
reached their initial 1,000,000 trees planted goal last 
year. In short, acorns are collected and planted on 
a donated 14 acre nursery site. The small saplings 
are packaged by enthusiastic youngsters and sent to 
other volunteer groups who plant the soon to be 
oak trees along rivers and in watersheds.

-They held their 10,000th educational workshop—
many on their floating classroom.

OTHER 2016 ACTIVITIES INCLUDED:

-Some 200 youngsters attended summer day camps.

-The Ohio River cleanup focus project (one of 117 
cleanups) attracted 2900 volunteers, and over four 
months removed 400,000 pounds of trash. 

-Their annual Great Mississippi River cleanup proj-
ect attracted 700 volunteers in 10 cities that removed 
33,00 pounds of trash from a dozen sites.

And in their spare (winter) time, LL&W folks re-
move invasive plant species; a project started in 2014 
that has held eight events with nearly 300 volun-
teers. 

This is just a taste of Living Lands & Waters.

‡‡‡

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF LIVING LAND & WATERS. PHOTO INSET: FOUNDER CHAD PREGRACKE 

http://livinglandsandwaters.org
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More than three decades ago, one of life’s simple turns 
smiled upon me. My wife’s brother, Greg Doak, bought 
a condo at Lake of the Ozarks. A medical doctor 
practicing in Eldon, MO, he had decided to give lake 
life a try. For the next 15 years or so, Debbie and I spent 
countless weekends on that beautiful body of water.

The residence at the four-mile marker became 
our outdoors headquarters, and it is there my 
fishing education began in earnest. Oh sure, I 
had fished before – as a small boy and while 
in college – but nothing as intense as my time 
on the dock in the shadow of The Condo.

An early riser, I would walk down to the docks at the 
marina. Sometimes, someone was fishing. Many times, 
there was no one but me. I would set up with my chair 
and fishing gear, and for hours I would catch fish. Lots 
of fish. All kinds of fish. Those same mornings, Debbie 
and Greg would sit on the porch drinking coffee while 
listening to National Public Radio.

For me, there on the dock in the dark, I could 
hear the haunting last vestiges of the coyotes’ 

mad song giving way to turkeys gobbling on 
a nearby ridge. Great blue herons staked 
out prime hunting waters, and the crows 
complained about nothing. 

A BIG CATCH

Once, I hooked a huge carp, possibly four pounds, or 
so. For several minutes he had his way with me and 
my light spinning gear. As I walked around the dock, 
maneuvering through and around cables, the fish 
finally gave in. I hadn’t noticed a nearby fisherman 
watching the battle. He clapped heartily when I raised 
the behemoth from the water, only to return my prize 
back into the lake.

I became obsessed with my new hobby. I 
started reading outdoor magazines. I bought a 
floating fish basket to hold my creel. I learned 
to clean the fish I caught, and I learned to 
cook them, too.

I bought a couple Loomis rods and Shimano reels. I 
experimented with different types of lures and became 

“...I could hear the haunting vestiges of the coyotes’ mad song giving way 
to turkeys gobbling on a nearby ridge. ”

PHOTO COURTESY OF  BOBBY WHITEHEAD/KRISSIE MASON

THE CONDO by Bobby Whitehead
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proficient with live bait. A simple hook and worm 
guarded by a bobber worked great at times, and over 
the years, I caught and cleaned hundreds of blue gills, 
bass and catfish. 

LIVE BAIT

In a small advertisement in an outdoors magazine, I 
found JaDa Bait Company out of Wisconsin. They 
shipped live bait overnight. I bought wax worms, 
mealworms and spikes (maggots.) I tried it all. I 
ordered so much live bait from JaDa that I got to know 
the folks by their first names. Eventually, Debbie got 
tired of fighting through critters in her refrigerator, so 
I bought a small unit to store my live weapons.

Shortly after we started Outdoor Guide Magazine in 
the early ‘90s, I met Louie Mansfield of Caruthersville, 
MO, at a fishing show. He had just invented an 
artificial fly using a 1/80 oz. lead head dressed with 
grizz feathers from a duck. He called it the Grizzly Jig. I 
fished with Mansfield on his home lake, Reelfoot, and 
immediately fell in love with his new bait. My fishing 
success off the dock at The Lake improved, and I found 
tipping the hook with a wax worm worked wonders. I 
became a fan of the Grizzly Jig for life.

Soon I met crappie-fishing guru Guy Winters at a St. 
Louis County Parks seminar, and we became great 
friends. Winters had a lure company in Camdenton, 
MO, and I joined him at Linn Creek several times over 
the years, and my fishing world grew.

Eventually I began to explore other parts of The Lake. 
I hired guides on occasion, and Debbie fell in love with 
fishing, too. The Niangua arm became a favorite, as 
well as the Gravois. We caught hybrid stripers, catfish, 
white bass, blue cats, buffalo and other species.

SEADAWG 

Fishing on the dock at The Condo led me down a path 
to a wonderful career and many outdoor adventures. 
It’s hard to believe what has transpired since those days 
when my legs would fall asleep sitting on that dock, all 
those years ago.

It was at The Condo that Debbie and I 
reaffirmed our love for each other. Sitting in 
a porch swing overlooking the lights on the 
lake, a warm summer breeze blowing, drinking 
margaritas and listening to Jimmy Buffett gave 
us time to reflect on our past while we talked 
about our dreams and hopes for the future. 
The Condo had become a special place in our 
lives.

During those years at The Condo, I got to know my 
brother-in-law, a fine doctor and even greater man. He 
personifies dedication to his profession – honorable 
and hard working. I must confess though, while at 
The Condo, Greg left his work and worries behind He 
bought a boat. He became a pirate and was self-dubbed 
“SeaDawg,” a moniker he carries still. With a penchant 
for Shiner Bock beer and schnapps, he wasn’t one with 
whom to be trifled, either.

MARGARITA CLINIC

The Condo became known as the Margarita 
Clinic. Many Friday and Saturday nights 
over the years, we celebrated lake life, 
experimenting with different brands of 
tequila-mixed margaritas. Life at the lake 
was good. But one day, Greg took a position in 
Sedalia, MO, and The Condo was history.

I know it is cliché to say times were simpler then: no 
computers, no cell phones. And I wouldn’t trade today 
to go back. But I will fondly remember those days, 
watching my bobber disappear, fishing in the shadow 
of The Condo.



LACTARIUS FUNGHI-BIG BOG STATE PARK, WASKISH, MN-PHOTO CREDIT: KRISSIE MASON
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TEND THE FIRE

“Live in each season as it passes; breathe the air, drink the drink, 

eat the meat, taste the fruit, 

and resign yourself to the influence of the earth.”

STAY PRESENT
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AGLOW AWARDS RECIPIENTS

“Show class, have pride, and display charachter. If you do, 
winning takes care of itself.”

BEST OF SHOW AWARDS           
           
DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST OF THE BEST AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN WRITING OR ELECTRONIC MEDIA
Bobby Whitehead “The Condo”       
           
DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA  BEST OF SHOW/PETE CZURA AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN PHOTOGRAPHY
Brent Frazee  “Tight Quarters at Bennett Spring”      
           
BEST OF INDUSTRY PUBLIC RELATIONS AWARD
Plano Synergy  “Online Media Library”      
           
CLAM OUTDOORS GOLDEN GLOW AWARDS

Darrell Taylor     Exellence in Craft
Ernie Calandrelli    Individual      
Living Lands and Waters    Organization

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA AWARDS IN CRAFT 

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA  BEST OF NEWSPAPER / FISHING
   3rd Place-Gary Howey “Walleye Fishing Up North”     

(LEFT TO RIGHT) BOBBY WHITEHEAD RECIEVES AIC BEST OF THE BEST AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN WRITING OR ELECTRONIC MEDIA, DARRELL TAY-
LOR TAKES HOME THE GOLDEN GLOW FOR EXCELLENCE IN CRAFT, AND JOSH LANTZ  ACCEPTS AIC BEST OF INDUSTRY PUBLIC RELATIONS ON BEHALF 
OF PLANO SYNERGY  (PHOTOS CREDITS: D. LORI SMITH.)
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   2nd Place-Kenneth Kieser “The Best Smallmouth Fishing Hotspots” 
   1st Place-Bobby Whitehead “The Condo”     

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST OF NEWSPAPER / BOATING & BOATING SAFETY
   3rd Place-Steve Griffin-  “With Lifejackets, No Such Thing as Being Too Careful”
   2nd Place-John Hageman “Gales of November, Perilous times on the Great Lakes”
   1st Place-Lew Freedman “Boating, one of YNP’s (Yellowstone National Park’s) oldest Boating and Recre-

ational Pursuits”     

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA  BEST OF NEWSPAPER / HUNTING
   3rd Place-Bob Holzhei - “Are Turkey Hunts Actually all about the Gear?”
   2nd Place-Lew Freedman “Wyoming Disabled Hunters Helps people get back to sport they love”
    1st Place-Bill Hilts Jr. “Youth Turkey Hunt can offer lifetime lessons”      

 
DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST OF NEWSPAPER / TRAVEL, RV & CAMPING   
   3rd Place-Dan Small  “Weather or Not, the Quesnell Crew Goes Camping”
   2nd Place-Scott Mackenthun “Today’s camping has welcomed conveniences”
   1st Place-Brandon Butler “Plan your trip to Table Rock Lake for outdoor adventure     
 
DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST OF NEWSPAPER / OPEN   
   3rd Place-Jody Anderson “Shore Lunch and the Bacon and Onion Sandwich mystery”
   2nd Place-Ken Perrotte  “By not hovering over children, adults help them spread wings”
   1st Place-Angelo Peluso  “A dose of Wilderness Wisdom” 

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA  BEST OF NEWSPAPER / BEST OUTDOOR PAGE   
   3rd Place –     
   2nd Place-Bill Hilts Jr.  “They don’t call them the Great Lakes for nothing” 
   1st Place-Bill Hilts Jr.  “Spring perch tips straight from the experts”     
 
DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST OF MAGAZINE / HUNTING   
   3rd Place-Ken Perrotte  “Bear Hounds & Bluegrass Make Beautiful Music”
   2nd Place-Bill Antonides “Opening Day,”     
   1st Place-Tom Carney   “Caps Up, Collars Charged!”      

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST OF MAGAZINE / FISHING
   3rd Place-Tom Watson  “A Day in the Life of a Charter Boat”      
   2nd Place-Tom Carney  “With Fly Rod in Hand, a Second Chance”   
   1st Place-Angelo Peluso  “Long Island’s Spring Creek Trilogy”     

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST OF MAGAZINE / BOATING & BOATING SAFETY
   3rd Place-Barbara Gibbs Ostmann “100 Miles on the Big Muddy”
   2nd Place-Bill Antonides “Water Rights and Fights,”      
   1st Place-Gretchen Steele “Paddle Hard, Paddle Long,”     

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST OF MAGAZINE / OPEN
   3rd Place-Brandon Butler “The Daughter Delight of a Wannabe Mountain Man”
   2nd Place-Brandon Butler “Loss of the Wild”      
   1st Place-Bill Antonides “Crystal Clear”      

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST OF MAGAZINE / TRAVEL, RV & CAMPING
   3rd Place-Bill Antonides “Easy Money?”      
   2nd Place-Gretchen Steele “Thoughts of Big White Birds”
   1st Place-Tom Watson  “Toddlers in the BWCA,”      
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DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST BOOK
   3rd Place-Tom Watson  “Better Minnesota Camper Cabins”     
   2nd Place-Robert Halver “Bache Hamilton Brown”     
   1st Place-Kristine Houtman “Zumbo”     

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST OF WEBSITE / OPEN
   3rd Place-David L. Barus       
   2nd Place-Chris Jennings       
   1st Place-Brent Frazee       

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST OF WEBSITE / FISHING
   3rd Place-Jason Houser       
   2nd Place-Brent Frazee       
   1st Place-David L. Barus       

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST OF WEBSITE / HUNTING
   3rd Place-Chris Jennings       
   2nd Place-David L. Barus       
   1st Place-Chris Jennings       

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST OF TV / OPEN
   3rd Place-Jeff Kelm  “Sandhill Crane Migration”     
   2nd Place-Dan Small  “Modern Day Homesteading”     
   1st Place-Bill Sherck  “Face to Face”     

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST OF TV / HUNTING
   3rd Place-Dan Small  “Holyland Rabbit Hunt”     
   2nd Place-Bill Sherck  “Brady’s Big Hunt”     
   1st Place-Bill Sherck  “Deer Stand Truck”     

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST OF TV / FISHING
   3rd Place-Jeff Kelm  “Orvis Fly Fishing Class”     
   2nd Place-Bill Sherck  “Atikokan’s Air Adventures”     
   1st  Place-Bill Sherck  “Fishin’ with the Tator”     

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST OF RADIO / OPEN
   3rd Place-Gary Howey  “Poachers are Poaching From Us All” 
   2nd Place-Gary Howey  “Food Plot Importance and Implementation”
   1st Place-Dan Small  “Saving the Monarch” 
    
DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST OF RADIO / HUNTING   
   3rd Place-Jeff Kelm  “Recruiting New Hunters”     
   2nd Place-Gary Howey  “Deer Season Preparation. The Buck Stops Here”
   1st Place-Jeff Kelm  “A Bowhunt to Remember”     

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA  BEST OF RADIO / FISHING
   3rd Place-Dan Small  “Fish On, Fish Off”     
   2nd Place-Gary Howey  “Catch the Early Ice Bite Safely”     
   1st Place-Gary Howey  “The Fall Fishing Bite is On”     

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA  BEST OF PHOTOGRAPHY / BLACK & WHITE
   3rd Place-Gary N-ski  “Otter Creek Round Up”     
   2nd Place-Chris Jennings “Mallards and Sprigs in the Fog”     
   1st Place-Gary N-ski  “Little Niagara River”     
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DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA  BEST OF PHOTOGRAPHY / FISHING
   3rd Place-Gretchen Steele “Stringers are Full”     
   2nd Place-Gary N-ski  “Turtle River Rainbow”     
   1st Place-Brent Frazee  “Tight Quarters at Bennett Spring”     

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA  BEST OF PHOTOGRAPHY / HUNTING
   3rd Place-Brent Frazee  “Dawn at Squaw Creek”     
   2nd Place-Josh Lantz  “Feather Duster”     
   1st Place-Gretchen Steele “Snatching Up the Snows”     

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA  BEST OF PHOTOGRAPHY / OUTDOOR RECREATION
   3rd Place-Gary N-ski  “Campbell Family Picnic Games”     
   2nd Place-Barbara Gibbs Ostmann-”100 Miles on the Big Muddy”     
   1st Place-Bill Hilts Jr.  “Smokin’ Shooter”     

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA  BEST OF PHOTOGRAPHY / OUTDOOR SCENIC
   3rd Place-Kevin Wright  “Immature Squabble-Bald Eagles”     
   2nd Place-Gretchen Steele “Sibling Squabble”
   1st Place-Kevin Wright  “Spring Big Horn Mountains Moose”     

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST BLOG / HUNTING
   3rd Place-Barb Carey  “Favorite Hunting Finds at AGLOW”     
   2nd Place-Carrie Zylka  “10 Reasons Why Women Should Try a DY I Solo Hunt”
   1st Place-Josh Lantz  “What Makes Us Hunters?”
     
DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST BLOG / FISHINg
   3rd Place-Tom Watson  “Walleye Weekend”     
   2nd Place-Bill Hilts Jr.  “Fishing Etiquitte Reminder, For Lake or For Stream”
   1st Place-Brent Frazee  “Father-Daughter Fishing Trips”
     
DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST BLOG / OPEN
   3rd Place-Barbara Gibbs Ostmann-”With Trout Season Opening March 1, It’s Time To Reel In a   
          Fish Dinner at a State Park”
   2nd Place-Carrie Zylka  “The Day I Wished I Carried a Gun”     
   1st Place-Tom Watson  “Magical Moments: Kyaking Alaska”

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST PODCAST / HUNTING
   3rd Place-Carrie Zylka “Jana Waller, Alaska Moose Hunt, and Working in the Hunting Industry”
   2nd Place-Barb Carey “Hawke Optics”
   1st Place-Gary N-ski  “CWD--A Minute in the GreatWild”     

DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST PODCAST / FISHING
   3rd Place-Gary N-ski  “Shooter and Barb Ice Fishing”
   2nd Place-Barb Carey  “Wild Barb and Samantha Sukucak”     
   1st Place-Carrie Zylka  “Ice Fishing in Lake of the Woods, Minnesota”    
 
DUCKS UNLIMITED/HONDA BEST PODCAST / OPEN
   3rd Place-Carrie Zylka “Drive Your Own Dogsled with Wolfsong Adventures in Mushing in Bayfield, 

Wisconsin”     
   2nd Place-Gary N-ski  “The Last Alaskans!”     
   1st Place-Barb Carey  “Wild Barb and Hannah Stonehouse Hudson”

‡‡‡

(TO SEE ADDITIONAL PHOTOS OF AWARD WINNERS PLEASE GO TO AGLOWINFO.ORG)

http://aglowinfo.org/awards-programs/2016-award-in-craft-2/
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PRESS BRIEFINGS 1

Bob Groene, former outdoor columnist for the Dis-
patch/Argus, was honored with certificate of apprecia-
tion from the Illinois Department of Natural Resourc-
es, Illinois Conservation Police.  Officers Captain Laura 
Petreikis and Sergeant Tony Petreikis presented the 
award to Mr. Groene in Milan this past week.

In the nomination letter, Captain Petreikis wrote the 
following:

“Mr. Bob Groene is an Outdoor Writer for the 
Rock Island Argus…. he recently announced 
his retirement.  He began his career in 1993 
and has been writing on the behalf of Sports-
men, women and children ever since.  Mr. 
Groene has been an advocate for the public, the 
Quad-Cities area recreation, and the Illinois 
Conservation Police throughout his career.  His 

BOB GROENE HONORED BY ILLINOIS DNR

by Jeremiah Haas

(LEFT TO RIGHT) CPT. LAURA PETREIKIS, BOB GROENE, SGT. TONY PETREIKIS  (PHOTOS CREDIT: JEREMIAH HAAS.)



HORIZONS |  31

SECTION FOUR

articles have included documenting personal 
hunting experiences and the experiences of oth-
er hunters.  He has documented law changes 
and public concerns.

Mr. Groene has profiled many Conservation 
Cases and Officers.  His articles were far reach-
ing and gained noteworthy attention.  Mr. 
Groene promoted and supported the tough job 
CPOs have.  He encouraged the public sup-
port for us and our cases.  We always received 
positive feedback and many thanks when we 
were featured in his articles.  The Conserva-
tion Officers in the Quad-City Area could not 
be more grateful for his continued support and 
friendship.

Often times the relationship between Report-
ers and Police Officers can be strained.  Mr. 
Groene did his job with integrity and he did 
it well.  He had a away about him that easily 
built rapport and trust among all he encoun-
tered.  He is well respected in the community.  
We relied on him as the voice of the sporting 
community.  We relied on him as our voice.  
He could reach people we couldn’t.  And they 
always listened.  He would bring questions, 
concerns, and conflicts to us.  If he or a mem-
ber of the public didn’t understand something, 
he would not hesitate to seek clarification and 
write about it.  He helped solve many problems 
before they became an issue for sportsmen or 
our Officers in the field.

The reputation he built gave him the voice and 
opportunity to bring high profile fishing tour-
naments to the Quad-Cities area.  He brought 
attention and support to the local sporting 
clubs (QCCA, Moline Fishing Club, QC-In 
fisherman, Rock Island Conservation Club, 
and many others.)  He successfully nominat-
ed numerous citizens, DNR Employees, and 

volunteers for recognition and awards.  Mr. 
Groene did not seek attention for himself, but 
rather for those around him who contributed 
to causes he held dear.  He and his articles 
which have been a tremendous part of the lives 
of many and will be missed.

Respectfully,
Cpt. Laura A. Petreikis”

Bob has had and will continue to have a lasting impact 
on the outdoor community of the greater Quad-Cities 
area and his legacy will continue well into the future.  
I also owe him a debt of gratitude as he groomed me 
to take over his column. Many stories of his work have 
been told to me as I was welcomed into the outdoor 
writing scene, most of which I had never heard before.  
His love of the area outdoors is immense.  The shoes 
that I am attempting to fill cannot be measured in 
any less than several decades of dedication to the local 
resources of Quad-Cities. 

Well done and congratulations on your much-deserved 
honor, Bob.

Jeremiah Haas (above) is a fisheries biologist for Exelon Nuclear. 
Under Bob’s guidance Jeremiah has begun writing for multiple 
publications filling the void left by Bob’s retirement. Jeremiah will be 
applying for membership to AGLOW for 2018!
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