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“World-wide practice of Conservation and the fair and 
continued access by all nations to the resources they need 

are the two indispensable foundations of continuous plenty 
and of permanent peace.”
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PHOTO CREDIT: KRISSIE MASON

“Nature is part of our humanity, and without some 
awareness and experience of that divine mystery 

mankind ceases to be man.”
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SECTION ONE

TREE LINE

“Life is a bit like climbing trees, crossing swing bridges, or 

mountaineering. Never look down.”

LOOK UP



PHOTO CREDIT : DUSTY LUTT/ROCKHOUSE

“I had no opposition to hunting, mind you, to the death of 
animals so we could eat...none of that.”
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Season’s Greetings and Merry Christmas to you!  As the 
final 2017 issue of HORIZONS finds its’ way to your 
inbox, hopefully you are wrapping up another year 
spent logging many hours afield. Of course, making 
those meaningful connections with other species in our 
natural environment is part of the lore that holds us 
together as humans, and as an association.

In his book , The Nature Principle: Reconnecting with 
Life In a Virtual Age, Richard Louv writes about na-
ture connections and about how the pleasure of being 
alive is brought into sharper focus when you need to 
pay attention to staying alive: “It nourishes the remants 
of our deeper senses, especially the sense of humility 
required for true human intelligence.” 

American naturalist and writer, Henry Beston, puts it 
this way:  when the wind in the grass is “no longer a 
part of human spirit, a part of very flesh and bone, man 
becomes, as it were, a kind of cosmic outlaw.”

It’s true. Despite the benefits of the internet, electronic 
immersion needs a force to balance it. The best way to 
combat electronic distraction is an increase in fascina-
tion; where we are transported to a space that allows 
natural exploration.  That can be physical, mental, 
spiritual, or any combination of the three.

A personal exploration and highlight of my year was 
taking my first whitetail. I took the mature bruiser 
with Brenda Weatherby and Women of Weatherby team 
members Jessie Duff, and Amberley Snyder. Rounding 
out the all-women mountain camp at Bighorn Outfit-
ters in Wyoming were Natalie Krebs, (Outdoor Life), 
Kali Parmley, (Petersen’s Hunting), Abby Atol, (Sitka 
Gear), and Riza Lesser, (Leupold Optics). All eight 
women tagged-out in only four days. A boffo acheive-
ment by any hunting camp standard.

The experience was significant not only because it was 
my first whitetail, but because my father passed a little 
over a year ago. He could be tough on me. Demanding. 
You know, “Work smarter, harder, better. Do it again. 
And then, do it AGAIN.” That kind of tough. Pushing 

me. Dad was also an avid whitetail hunter. He shot 
close to 100 of them during his lifetime. We hunted 
together only once; I was 13, he was 43.  I had recently 
passed the firearms saftey course, and found myself on 
a log in the woods; a shotgun chambered with slugs laid 
across my lap. 

I saw six deer that day in 1975,  but couldn’t pull the 
trigger. There was something about killing a deer that 
I could not overcome.  I had no opposition to hunting, 
mind you, to the death of animals so we could eat...
none of that. I just could not be the cause of a deer’s 
last breath. I mean, those eyes. That face!

That ended. Specifically, it ended in the magical last 
hour of huntable light on Friday, November 17th, 2017. 
I squeezed the trigger almost 35 years after my first 
hunt with Dad when a silvered, mature buck of 7 years 
with gnarly brow tines stepped out of a mountain ra-
vine and into the Leupold crosshairs of my Weatherby 
Camilla Mark V. I tingled and got goosebumps. I was 
certain Dad sent that buck my way to add definition, 
meaning and familial connection. A reminder of my be-
longing, and of the exhileration and fascination of be-
ing alive. It was rummy, but palpable. A wind from the 
grass washed me in calm.  My reservations dissolved. 
The confidence and presence of my of my father was 
with me as I delivered a lighting fast shot and a table 
full of family meals. He smiled. Surely, he smiled.

Enjoy the many gifts of Christmas, and the hope of 
adventures awaiting in the new year. km-

EDITORS MESSAGE |  KRISSIE MASON

PHOTO CREDIT : JUSTIN MOORE/DANGERSOUP
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE |  BRANDON BUTLER

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRANDON BUTLER

“Making a living is not the same as making a life.”

Non-profits are like a puzzle; all the pieces 
have to be in place for it to work right. A suc-
cessful organization demands so many diverse 
components. A solid staff and strong mission 
are at the core. Funding is critical, so there 
must be supporters with the financial means 
to keep the lights on. But boots on the ground 
move missions forward. Often, folks working 
for free fill those boots. Volunteers make the 
magic happen.

When I reflect on the past year, and think of 
all the events I attended, it’s hard to begin 
adding up the number of volunteers I wit-
nessed happily giving their time. The guys 
who were pouring drinks at the local National 
Wild Turkey Federation banquet were having 
fun. And so were those ordering, who turned 
around and bought raffle tickets and auction 

items. Together, the volunteer bartenders and 
attendees were raising money to be used for 
habitat projects and educational events across 
the state. 

I watched this same scenario play out at events 
benefiting waterfowl, parks, prairies, forests, 
quail, elk, whitetails, trout, smallmouth, 
grouse and more. At each of these fundraisers, 
volunteers poured their hearts into their roles, 
and collectively made our world better. I’m 
thankful. 

Maybe you haven’t been attending any local 
conservation organization events. Maybe you 
think to yourself, I certainly don’t need any 
more stuff, so I’m not interested in the auc-
tions. And let’s be honest, it’s usually banquet 
facility food, so most people aren’t coming for 
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the rubber chicken. If that sounds like you, 
then you’re a perfect candidate to be a volun-
teer. You get to serve the cause and it doesn’t 
cost a thing. You spend time with friends and 
meet more like-minded folks. Your rubber 
chicken is free. But best of all, you’re making 
a difference for a cause you care about and 
that feels good.

Joining an organization is great. I belong to 
more than a dozen. But volunteering does not 
have to be organized. There are plenty of op-
portunities to volunteer on your own. Head 
out to a state park or a conservation area, 
and take a walk with the purpose of picking 
up any trash you find. Carry a bag with you. 

When it’s full, you’re done. Well, unless you 
want to fill another. Set goals and budget 
time to spend as a volunteer. Such parameters 
prevent burnout and keep you serving at a 
strong, steady pace.

Making a living is not the same as making a 
life. Being a volunteer provides you a way to 
work for what you love. As a volunteer, you 
choose your path of impact. The feeling you 
get when you know your efforts matter is 
fulfilling. If you’re interested in making the 
world a better place while enriching your own 
life, I encourage you to become a volunteer.

‡‡‡

A YOUNG VOLUNTEER FOR HUNTINGWORKSFORMO.COM EVENT. PHOTO COURTESY OF BRANDON BUTLER
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The turkey left overs are barely cold and 
just like that the trade show season is upon 
us.  Busy times for most AGLOW members, 
especially those of us that procrastinate with 
the Christmas shopping.  Hey, trade show 
hand-out goodies would make good Christmas 
gifts….right? 

With the end of the year looming, so are the 
renewal notices for your AGLOW member-
ship.  The Tourism renewals went out on 
December 1st and Active, Retired and Student 
Media, along with Corporate and Conserva-
tion Non-Profit membership renewals will 
magically appear in your email around Decem-
ber 15th.

Paying online is as simple as clicking the 
“pay this invoice” option and following the 
prompts to enter your credit card.  You may 
still print the invoice and mail a check if you 
would like.

If you have trouble logging in to pay, it is 

almost always an error with your internet 
browser.  This is easily solved by opening 
the history for that browser and clearing the 
history.  If you get the option to delete “cook-
ies”, even better!  If this does not work and 
further assistance is needed, do not hesitate 
to give me a call and I can handle it over the 
phone.

Regardless of your mode of payment, please 
take a moment to log into the “Member Por-
tal” at www.aglowoutdoors.com and visit your 
personal profile. In addition, please be sure 
that your photo is on your personal profile 
and that all of the attribute information is up 
to date.  

If you are a representative for a Corporate, 
Tourism, or Conservation Non-Profit mem-
ber, visit that profile as well and make sure 
that the organization logo is attached and that 
all of that profile information is also up to 
date.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS MESSAGE |  MARK C.  SMITH

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARK C SMITH

“...trade show hand-out goodies would make good Christmas gifts, 
right?”
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Keep in mind that this is the information that 
other members see when they seek you out in 
our directory.   This is also the information 
used when we create the email an mailing lists 
that so many of you request each year.

Once again, if you have trouble logging into 
the “Member Portal” it is also almost always a 
problem with “cookies” which can be rectified 
by clearing your history from that browser.  If 
that doesn’t work, or you have lost or for-
gotten your username and password, do not 
hesitate to call or shoot me an email.

AGLOW still offers a free membership to 
those who sponsor a paying member.  For 

those of you who sponsored new members in 
2017, I have updated your membership expira-
tion to 12/31/2018.  If you sponsored a member 
in 2017 and receive a renewal invoice for 2018 
please let me know right away.

Thank you all for a wonderful 2017 and I am 
looking forward to a very prosperous 2018. 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!

‡‡‡

PHOTO CREDIT: RANDY STACY/KRISSIE MASON
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“The mountains are calling. I must go.”
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BIG MOUNTAIN 
DREAMING

“Stay close to anything that makes you feel you are glad to be alive. 

Plant the seeds for a sustainable future. Connect, respect and listen 

to nature, for nature is our greatest teacher”

KEEP CLIMBING
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I’ve edited a lot of outdoor copy lately, recently taking 
on “proof ing” tasks for MidWest Outdoors magazine. 
For the January issue, I edited 83 stories so far, and 
anticipate a few late arrivals.

The young fellow I replaced at MWO proofed all this 
copy every month and didn’t edit much, but I just can’t 
help but trim the fat. As a young reporter, mentors 
such as the late Al Spiers taught me that fewer words 
is better. Sentences usually are best when they express 
a single thought. Culling those unnecessary words and 
shortening sentences is kind of fun. The prose becomes 
clearer for readers. I hope.

Here’s a sample sentence:

While soft plastics fished correctly simply catch anything 
that swims, there is no doubt that the combination 
of tungsten paired up with soft plastic is particularly 
deadly on catching crappie through the ice.

I shaved an eight-word phrase out of it:

While soft plastics fished correctly simply catch anything 

SUCCINCTIFYING PROSE by Dave Mull

that swims, tungsten paired up with soft plastic is 
particularly deadly for catching crappies through the ice.

Looking at it now, I probably could have trimmed a 
couple more words. For instance, “simply” really isn’t 
necessary, but I think it’s okay to leave some words 
in that keeps a sentence sounding similar to what the 
writer originally wrote. 

This edited sentence illustrates something that can 
succinctify any prose: Remove “there is” and “there 
are.” It’s usually easy. In this example, the whole phrase 
“there is no doubt that the combination of” added 
nothing but words to what the writer said.

This fellow is an excellent writer and supplies stories 
with tons of great information. In all, I trimmed 101 
words from the submission. It arrived with 1,247 
words and headed to layout with 1,146. The original 
submission was f ine. It just had some extra words.

Dave Mull is the Digital Editor at MidWest Outdoors 
Magazine & Television. He has been an AGLOW 
member since 1984.

“There are no reasons for “there is” or “there are”.

PHOTO COURTESY DAVE MULL/FACEBOOK
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PHOTO COURTESY OF KRISSIE MASON

“The idea of wilderness needs no defense, 
it only needs defenders.”
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GO EXPLORE
“Without wilderness, we will eventually lose the capacity to 

understand America. Our drive, our ruggedness, our unquenchable 

optimism and zeal and elan go back to the challenges of the raging 

seas and untrammeled wilderness..”

BE CHALLENGED
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“Sons werent in the cards for me. Now, twelve years later, 
I thank God everyday.”

THE DAUGHTER DELIGHT
OF A WOULD BE MOUNTAIN 

by Brandon Butler.

The nurse handed over my first-born wrapped in a tiny 
pink blanket. Transfixed by the onslaught of emotion, I 
gazed into her angelic face while wondering what in the 
heck I was going to do. Thirteen months later, this same 
scene repeated itself.  

A Midwesterner by birth, my only goal upon 
college graduation was moving out West to 
become a mountain man. I moved to Montana, 
but instead of being swept downriver by a 
rushing current, I was swept off my feet by a 
woman. In the span of just two years, Melissa 
and I married and had two daughters. Before I 
ever arrowed an elk, I was back in Indiana. 

Football, fishing and hunting; these are the things I 
understand. I was supposed to have sons. I was going 

to teach them the thrill of busting through the line to 
smash a running back, the many advantages of a slip-
bobber and the importance of always keeping the wind 
in your face. I was meant to date cheerleaders, not raise 
them. But sons weren’t in the cards for me, and now, 
twelve years later, I thank God every day. 

Being a father of daughters is the greatest 
g ift a man’s man will ever know. My little 
g irls have developed my softer side, and I 
am a better man because of them. Hugs and 
kisses everyday, resounding laughter, intense 
curiosity, curled lips and crocodile tears 
constantly pull at different heart strings, and 
responding to each unique daddy/daughter 
situation is a test I was never prepared for. 
The give and take of my relationship with my 
daughters requires a level of carefulness void 
from other aspects of my aggressive nature. 

As a new father of a baby girl, everyone wants to tell 
you, “Girls like the outdoors too.” But you know it 
won’t be the same. And it’s not. But in many ways, 
it’s better. One reason it’s better is because you pay 
closer attention to girls. You remain more present in 

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRANDON BUTLER

PHOTO CREDIT: STOCK IMAGE
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the moment. Males are hardwired to be protective of 
females, and on the water and in woods it shows. I’ve 
observed my friends, all great dads, with their sons. It’s 
different. Their leash is longer.

Bailee is now 12 and Annabel is 11. They’re amazing, 
and similar in a lot of ways. They’ve had no chance to 
escape the wonders of nature in our household, and 
thankfully they have each embraced the outdoors. They 
love Willie, our Labrador, and each received a kayak 
this past Christmas. They’re gleeful when they hear the 
whistle of a bobwhite quail. They can spot a deer in the 
brush 100 yards away. They know the value of morel 
mushrooms, even though they don’t like the taste. Yet 
as much as they share, their profound differences are 
also apparent.

Bailee is a hunter. She’s athletic and has inherited my 
competitive nature. She killed a turkey on her first 
hunt when she was seven. The next spring, she cried 
when she missed. Bailee fishes, camps, hikes and turns 
over rocks in the river just to see what’s crawling 
underneath. She wants to skydive. I won’t let her. 

Annabel is a butterfly. She floats through life. Her 
nickname is “Oopsy,” because trees and rocks have a 

way of jumping out in front of her. Letting a breeze 
sway her hammock as she draws pictures is her paradise. 
She’s also fond of fly-fishing, which is fitting. Fly 
fishing requires a sort of concentrated aloofness. She 
and I took a trip, just the two of us, to Arkansas. We 
spent three days fishing and floating. With each trout 
she pulled from Dry Run Creek, her confidence grew. 
It was like watching a balloon fill until it popped. Then 
she wanted to go take pictures of birds. 

Grandsons would be cool someday. But for 
now, life as a father of daughters couldn’t 
be better. I never suspected love this intense 
could exist, nor that it could be so fun giving 
myself to these two tiny creatures who scare me 
senseless, yet motivate my every next move. 

Raising cheerleaders, and they both do cheer, was 
not the dream of this wanderlust, wannabe mountain 
man. Today, all I can say is, I’m thankful life has a way 
of working itself out. If you are open to accepting of 
the joys that come your way in life, you’ll find more 
happiness than you ever thought possible. Mine is 
rooted in the love of my little girls.  

‡‡‡

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRANDON BUTLER



SECTION THREE

Volume 01 No. 05 | 2017 

“A few cabins dotted the 
shoreline...It was a Gilligan’s 
Island adventure unfolding before 
our eyes.”

GALE FORCE WINDS 
ON THE WATER

by Bob Holzhei

It was a much anticipated trip for my my wife 
Shirley and I; a professionally guided outdoor 
fishing adventure 300 miles east of Sault Ste. 
Marie, Ontario. Though we were in North-
eastern Ontario, we were not at a remote 
outpost camp. At first glance it appeared not 
much gear would be needed. We were mistak-
en!  

The owner of the lodge fished the area, but 
was not a licensed guide.  (Always ask that 
important question!) Experienced “licensed” 
guides are vital when traveling into new terri-
tory for the first time.  Not only can they put 
you on fish when the bite is on, but in “big 
water” getting back safely is important.

As we arrived at the lodge, a nice mess of lake 
trout were on display. I assumed they were 
caught, rather than provided by a nearby fish-
ery, for our photo opportunity.

The morning of our first day at camp opened 
with a cloudy sky, which was expected to clear 
up.  Following a hearty breakfast of pancakes, 
eggs, sausage, bacon and toast we were ready 
for a day on the water.  The lodge brochure 
had pictures of jumbo perch, Muskie, lake 
trout and walleye, designed to fill the cabins.  
Always ask what the best time of year is to 

boat the various species.

We took rain suits along and they came in 
handy before our shore lunch of pike, pota-
toes, onions and bakes beans, on the calm side 
of an island.  I didn’t realize the lunch would 
be our last meal of the day.

We continued to fish further away from the 
lodge in the afternoon; fishing had shut 
down.  I noticed the winds were picking up 
and the shelter of a chain of islands created a 
false sense of security.  When a westerly wind 
turned into a nor-westerly wind, gale force 
gusts on the water arrived.

“Don’t worry about mother, I’ll take good care 
of her, unless of course I call her my darling,” 
stated the guide Shirley was with.

Things happened fast and I put on a life jacket 
and signaled my wife to do the same.  The 
16-foot boats were not adequate for the rough 
water!  Although we headed back to the lodge 
and got within 6 miles of the lodge, white 
caps on the water turned into 6-foot swells.  
On two occasions the boat stood on end and 
I dove forward to bring the bow of the boat 
back down before it tipped over.  It was time 
to beach the boat.  

PHOTO COURTESY OF BOB HOLZHEI
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Luckily, we found a cove sheltered from the 
wind.  Fire wood was available, and the ro-
manticism of spending a safe night in a cove 
appeared appealing.  How cold could it get?

Shirley and I celebrated our good fortune by 
splitting one of the two bottles of water we 
brought along.  I didn’t realize how thirsty 
a person could get as stress arrives.  Hours 
passed and the wind was not letting up.

Field glasses were taken out and a few cabins 
on an island dotted the shoreline across the 
water.  If needed perhaps our guides would 
break into one of the cabins.  It was a Gilli-
gan’s Island Adventure unfolding before our 
eyes.  

We attempted to reach the island where the 
cabins awaited, however the wind had other 
ideas.  We beached the boats again on a remote 
bare island; no trees, no shelter, no firewood.

Another attempt was made to reach the cab-
ins.  There were no lights on in the cabins.  
Dusk had arrived and would fade into dark-

ness.  I knocked on the cabin door.  There 
was no response.  Suddenly an elderly woman 
pulled the curtain aside.

“Can’t get back, waters too rough,” I stated.

The woman looked me as if she had seen a 
ghost.  Time froze in the moment, and dia-
logue ceased.  Her husband arrived, and told 
his wife to get me a drink.  He asked me to 
step aside as he went to the dock where our 
guides and my wife waited. We were invited to 
spend the night in the safety of their cabin.

The next day they boated us back to the safety 
of the lodge; the intensity of the waves on the 
water had not subsided.  We arrived safely, no 
fish were caught and I learned the important 
lesson to always take along survival gear. 

Lesson? Don’t rely on the experience of a 
guide!  It’s always important to pack your own 
survival gear, “just in case;” especially when 
venturing into unfamiliar territory.

‡‡‡

STOCK PHOTO
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“These five women will go down history as the first US Match 
Fishing Team to compete at the World Championships.”

WHIPS, BLOODWORMS & BLEAK:
USA WOMEN TACKLE HUNGARY

by Mike McNett

PHOTO COURTESY OF  MIKE MCNETT/FACEBOOK

The lives of five women changed forever when 
they decided to commit to representing the 
United States of America in a style of fishing 
that none of them had ever even imagined, 
match fishing.

It began with a brief conversation with Barb 
Carey at AGLOW, a writer’s convention. Kris-
ten Monroe, and Shelly Holland, made up the 
Midwestern ladies who were willing to put in 
the effort to learn a new style of angling with 
only 120 days to train.

Florida residents, Elise De Villiers and Penny 
Smit, trained separately from the others, but 
had experience in match angling. Elise com-
peted for South Africa and was thrilled that 
the US was finally fielding a team in the 24th 
Annual Ladies Match Fishing World Champi-
onships in Szolnok Hungary.

The poles or “whips” (no reels), tackle (floats 
not bobbers), bait (bloodworms, Jokers and 

Pinkies), line and hooks are not available in 
the United States. The poles had to be or-
dered through Coach Attila Agh’s friend who 
owns a Hungarian tackle store. The whips are 
from Italy and the tackle is from Europe, the 
best you can buy. Bloodworms take practice 
to efficiently hook without turning them to 
unusable mush. 

We had a competition one night between an-
glers to see how long it took to hook two; one 
threaded on the hook and the other T-boned. 
The fastest angler was 26 seconds compared 
to Bumba, one of our trainers from Hungary 
who did it in 18 seconds with his eyes closed. 

Thankfully we were able to use pinkies, a min-
iature size maggot for hook bait. The hooks 
are used by fly fisherman. Size 18 was the larg-
est but we used 20’s and even 22’s.

We were blessed to have the Hungarian train-
ers tie all the rigs (the line that ties to the 
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end of the pole including the float, shot, and 
leader with an eyeless hook, (so it requires a 
snell knot). I challenge you to tie a snell knot 
on a 22 hook and add .07 gram shot the size 
of crumbs on line that is thinner then thread, 
about .104mm.

The coaching staff decided that the ladies 
would learn a style of fishing with whips, 
which are small poles up to 5 meters to catch 
Bleak (Alburnus alburnas) small, slender fish 
of the carp family, Cyprindae. Metaphorically, 
it’s appropriate as bleak are basically min-
nows. 

The thought of the ladies using an 11.5 meter 
pole to fish against the other countries with a 
minimum of five years’ experience including 
tournaments every weekend, just wasn’t fath-
omable.  The seat box, or seat platform, the 

ladies fish from are positioned on the shore-
line and have trays for the bait, drawers for 
the tackle, a platform for your feet and several 
other features. 

Whips and rigs were sent to the US so the 
ladies could practice on bluegills, hardly the 
same as bleak, but an opportunity to practice 
the casting to get some kind of muscle mem-
ory for the real competition. We introduced 
ground baiting, or chum as we call it in Amer-
ica. The difference is chum has fish parts, 
which makes chumming illegal in most states.  
Ground bait is tossed with one hand every 
15 seconds to a precise location while casting 
with the other hand catching up to 2 fish per 
minute.  By the end of the training the ladies 
began to show progress in bleak fishing and 
other teams were taking notice. Two fish per 
minute would at least put us in the middle of 

WOMEN”S USA TEAM L EFT TO RIGHT: 
KRISTEN MONROE, PENNY SMIT, ELISE DE VILLIERS, SHELLY HOLLAND, BARB CAREY. PHOTO COURTESY OF MIKE MCNETT  
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the pack allowing them to compete with other 
teams. 

We arrived in Hungary on Saturday afternoon 
in Budapest and drove to hotel Panzio in Szol-
nok about 120 kilometers away.  The training 
was from 10:00 to 18:00 Monday-Wednesday 
and 10:00 to 14:00 Thursday and Friday.  Each 
night after training we had dinner and then 
spent the rest of the evening discussing tactics, 
training accomplishments and tying rigs for 
the next day’s fishing.  Wednesday night after 
three long days of fishing was a crucial night 
of discussions as I knew the ladies would be 
exhausted and close to their braking point.  
Not these ladies, they never complained and 
always performed at the top of their game 
regardless of their inexperience. 

We set the bar high at catching 2000 grams 
or two kilos of fish in four hours.  The best 
weight during training was 1600 grams.  Pen-
ny came right out of the gate on day one and 
was a fishing machine catching 301 fish with a 
total weight of 2.042 Kilos.  Barb just missed 
her goal with 1.9, Shelly 1.8 and Kristen a 
disappointing 1.4 as she had caught 256 fish, 
well over her best but they were all the smaller 
sized bleak.  Elise, the most experienced angler 
fished with the 5 meter pole with a chance at 
luring the catfish closer to shore enabling her 
to catch catfish and bream.  The strategy 

ABOVE:  ELISE DE VILLIERS WITH HER CATCH.
BELOW: TROPY DAY!

ABOVE: COACHES LEFT TO RIGHT-SZENDI “BUMBA” GABOR, FERENC “YODA” GYULAI, MIKE MCNETT, ATTILA AGH, GELLERT “GILLY” PANKOTAY.
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worked and she was able to beat three other 
anglers with a total of 3.450 kilos.  

Day two Barb fished the 5 meter pole with 
only one day of training.  She had a slow start 
missing a fish right away and managed to tan-
gle the rig so she went back to bleak fishing. 
Once she started catching bleak, Attila asked 
her to attach another rig on the 5 meter pole 
and try again.  The first two hours were tough 
but she accomplished her goal catching 2.547 
kilos and almost beat her next competitor who 
had 49 grams more.  Shelly had a difficult 
fishing peg but managed to beat one compet-
itor even though she didn’t reach the 2.0 kilo 
mark.  Kristen managed a better pace on day 
two and caught 79 fish in the last hour for 302 
fish for a total of 2.096 kilos.  

The closing ceremony is a gathering of the 
best women match anglers in the world din-
ing on Hungarian cuisine during the awards 
ceremony.  Competition jerseys are traded 
between teams and photos with fellow com-
petitors make for the best stories.  There’s 
nothing like “being there” when the trophies 
and medals are presented accompanied by 
the anthems of the winning countries.  The 

awards ceremony was followed by a dance 
which gave the anglers more time to celebrate 
together.  One of the most rewarding parts 
of the World championships is meeting new 
friends from countries all over the world.

Although the US Ladies team finished last, 
there is nothing like representing your coun-
try and standing with the flag in front of all 
the other anglers during the national anthem.  
These five women will go down history as the 
first US Match Fishing Team to compete at 
the World Championships.  Some will con-
tinue as anglers and others will dedicate their 
time in representing the US Team by train-
ing the next generation.  These women with 
extraordinary qualities should be praised for 
their dedication and courage representing the 
USA with class and dignity.

Event results and Team USA info here:
https://www.facebook.com/USAngling.org/ 
or https://usangling.com/

Mike McNett
US Angling Freshwater Sports Director
US Ladies Match Team Captain

ABOVE: BUCKET FULL OF BLEAK

https://www.facebook.com/USAngling.org/


STOCK PHOTO
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TEND THE FIRE

“Live in each season as it passes; breathe the air, drink the drink, 

eat the meat, taste the fruit, 

and resign yourself to the influence of the earth.”

STAY PRESENT
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A warm welcome to our newest members. We 
are so happy you’ve joined us!

MEDIA MEMBERS:

Greg Jones. St. Cloud, Minnesota.  Full Time outdoor 
Communicator.  Works in Magazine, Photography, 
Radio, Television, Web and Public Relations.  His work 
regularly appears in Midwest Outdoors Magazine and 
Television.  Referred by Mark Strand.

Kara Wattunen. Golden Valley, Minnesota.  Part time 
outdoor communicator.  Works in Magazine, Photog-
raphy, Television, Web and Lectures.  Her work has 
appeared in Midwest Hunting and Fishing Magazine, 
Dakota Hunting Guide, Midwest Outdoors, Wild Da-
kota Outdoor Television and The Adventuress.

Ron Strauss. Roseville, Minnesota.  Part time outdoor 
communicator.  Works in Newspaper, Magazine, Pho-
tography, Radio, Web, Artist, and Public Relations.

Shae Bailey Grund.  (Associate Member)
Baudette, Minnesota.  Part time outdoor communica-
tor.  Web and Blog.

TOURISM BOARD MEMBERS

Alabama Black Belt Adventures. Alabama Black Belt 
Adventures Association (ALBBAA) is a not-for-profit 
marketing organization promoting a 23 county region 
in south-central Alabama for outdoor recreation. 
Stretching from Mississippi to Georgia, the Black Belt 
region is known for it’s rich, dark soil which nourishes 
the habitat which supports an abundance of wildlife. 
We work with the public lands and more than 50 hunt-

GRAB A CUP. KICK OFF YOUR SHOES. 
STAY AWHILE.

STOCK PHOTO
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ing lodges which offer opportunities for deer, turkey, 
wild boar, small game, and release bird hunts. Our 
rivers, lakes, and streams are teeming with bass, crap-
pie, catfish, and alligators. Adventures in canoeing/kay-
aking, whitewater rafting, hiking, camping, and birding 
are available, as well. We host group media events and 
individual media requests throughout each year and are 
committed to insuring the best opportunity for success-
ful story content for both freelance media as well as 
those on assignment. In addition, we offer assistance 
with venues, planning, and co-sponsorship to corporate 
product members who conduct their own media events.
Contact:  Pam Swanner

CORPORATE MEMBERS

Prois. Prois manufactures performance driven hunting 
and field apparel for women. We specialize in engineer-
ing gear with the most technical fabrics and features 
available on the market. Check us out!
Contact:  Kirstie Pike

‡‡‡

https://www.proishunting.com
http://alabamablackbeltadventures.org
http://alabamablackbeltadventures.org
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PRESS BRIEFINGS 1

(Otter Tail County, Minn.) November 8, 2017 — 

The Women Ice Angler Project will be on the move in 
2018—literally. The fourth year of Women On Ice will 
focus on moving from lake-to-lake in Otter Tail Lakes 
Country (Otter Tail County, Minnesota) highlighting 
the ease of mobility and moving from spot to spot. Ot-
ter Tail Lakes Country Association (OTLCA) and East 
Silent Lake Resort will host the media event along with 
Clam Outdoors. 

The unique county boasts more than 1,000 lakes inside 
its borders. Communities include Perham, Fergus Falls 
and Pelican Rapids to name a few. The largest lakes 
include Otter Tail, Dead Lake, Rush Lake, Big Pine 
Lake and Pelican. The hunt will be for generous-sized 
panfish including sunfish, bluegills and crappies as well 
as nice eater-size walleyes. “The ladies might not catch 
a personal best walleye here, but they have a chance at 
landing some trophy-sized panfish. This is a panfish 
paradise,” said Erik Osberg, Rural Rebound Initiative 
Coordinator for Otter Tail County. 

Several media/video partners will follow the ladies on 
the ice for video production and shows including Larry 
Smith Outdoors, GrassFed and Outdoors First Media. 

“We’ve seen our media coverage grow, and we enjoy 
interacting within the communities when we arrive on-
site,” said founder of WI Women Fish and the Women 
Ice Angler Project Barb Carey. “While it isn’t a done 
deal yet, we have a huge media partner finalizing their 
plans to follow us as well. This initiative to showcase 
and empower women to ice fish has really gained mo-
mentum.” 

A community-wide meet-and-greet is in the planning 
stages and will include helpful tips on preparing fish. 

In addition to Carey, the following ladies will fish in 
#womenonice this year: pro-staff anglers Shelly Hol-

land, Bonnie Timm, Shantel Wittstruck and Rikki 
Pardun; outdoor photographer Hannah Stonehouse 
Hudson, outdoor writer Kristine (K.J.) Houtman and 
new this year, Krissie Mason, outdoor communicator, 
photographer, and wild game foodie.

The goal of the Women Ice Angler Project is to encour-
age women to try ice fishing as well as mentor those 
who already enjoy it and want to improve their skills. 
An additional plus has been moving the industry for-
ward to show women ice anglers in corporate market-
ing efforts and social media. “We don’t underestimate 
the skill level of women ice anglers,” Barb Carey said. 
“Sure, we’re happy to introduce some new participants, 
but there are many women who want to grow in their 
skills and our powerful group of gals can help them do 
just that.” 

Award-winning outdoor photographer Hannah Stone-
house Hudson of Stonehouse Photography is a big part 
of the success of WIAP. “The colder it is, the happier 
I am,” Hudson said about her photography. “The 
light is incredible when it’s really cold and I love it.” 
WIAP photos can be found in retail stores, on product 
packaging, in corporate catalogs as well as throughout 
tourism and ice-fishing social media. 

For the entire winter, all women anglers are encouraged 
to post their ice fishing photos and share their stories 
with #womenonice and follow theiceangler.com. “Our 
sponsors are totally behind the message women can and 
do enjoy this great sport,” Carey concluded. The Wom-
en Ice Angler Project sponsors include Clam Outdoors, 
Outdoor First Media, Larry Smith Outdoors, Jiffy Ice 
Augers, K-Drill, Vexilar, Orion Coolers, The Nest of 
Perham, Ray Marine, Kahtoola Ice Spikes, Camp Chef, 
Baffin Boots, Fish On Kids Books, Stonehouse Pho-
tography, WI Women Fish, East Silent Lake Resort of 
Dent, Minn. and Otter Tail Lakes Country Association. 

### 

WOMEN ICE ANGLER PROJECT ON THE MOVE

by Kristine (K.J.) Houtman

http://www.clamoutdoors.com
https://www.jiffyonice.com
https://www.jiffyonice.com
https://kdrillauger.com
http://www.vexilar.com
https://orioncoolers.com
http://www.nestofperham.com
http://www.nestofperham.com
http://www.raymarine.com
https://kahtoola.com
https://www.campchef.com
http://www.baffin.com/default.asp
http://www.fish-on-marketing.com
http://stonehousephotoblog.com
http://stonehousephotoblog.com
https://wiwomenfish.com
http://eastsilentresort.com
http://eastsilentresort.com
https://ottertaillakescountry.com
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http://theiceangler.com
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PRESS BRIEFINGS 2

The Aglow High School Grant was established 
in 2013 and is presented to a high school team 
or club that exhibits an effort to promote an 
outdoor sport within the high school, while 
providing public service with their communi-
ty.

 Don Dziedzina has been the Grant Commit-
tee Chairman for the last several years. 

Don said, “Teens who enjoy fishing, archery, 
shooting sports and the outdoors in general 
need our support. Programs like the AGLOW 

High School Grant have always found teams, 
clubs and individuals who need a little help 
and it makes me proud that our association 
is doing what it has to assist in keeping them 
involved.”

The recipient of this year Aglow High School 
Grant is Poynette High School. Poynette High 
School only has 350 students in the High 
School. They started their fishing team in 2015 
and currently have 18 students on the team. 
The team is part of the Wisconsin Interscho-
lastic Fishing Association. 

AGLOW HIGH SCHOOL GRANT

by Barb Carey
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Kathleen Lucey, the President of the Poynette 
Board of Education, was very grateful for the 
$500 grant. She wrote a thank you letter after 
receiving the grant and stated, “Our educa-
tional partnership goes beyond student and 
teacher, and it extends into the community.” 
The coach, Dawn Horacek, plans on buying 
ice fishing gear including a large hub type 
shelter.

Interested AGLOW members can nominate 
High School Teams for the scholarship. In 
addition to ice and open water fishing teams, 
shooting sports, trapping, and archery can 

also be nominated. 

Historically, submissions for the grant have 
been low in numbers. With High School 
lifetime outdoor sports programs on the rise, 
we hope that the AGLOW grant will receive 
more applications in the future. AGLOW 
members are encouraged to reach out to their 
local schools and consider nominating a team 
for the grant.  I have volunteered to chair this 
year’s grant committee, and nominations can 
be sent to icefishher@gmail.com.

### 
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PRESS BRIEFINGS 3

Press registration for the 2018 ATA Trade 
Show opened September 25, 2017. Qualified 
journalists requesting a press badge must 
apply before December 22, 2017.  Active 
AGLOW members will once again be given a 
free press pass.

If you do not register by Dec. 22, you cannot 
attend the ATA Trade Show.

Click here to review press guidelines and ver-
ification procedures before registering. Any-
one registering for a press badge must cover 
the ATA Trade Show as a journalist for film, 
print, radio or digital media. Any media mem-
ber or anyone with a media group who sells ad 
space or solicits sponsorships or partnerships 
at the ATA Trade Show must apply for mem-
bership as a media member and then register 
for a media sales badge. Attendees who wear 
a press badge and solicit exhibitors will be re-
moved and banned from the 2018 ATA Trade 
Show. 

Verified press attendees who are not ATA 

members will be charged $150. ATA media 
members will be charged $100 per badge if 
their representatives attend as press. Active 
members of the Association of Great Lakes 
Outdoor Writers (AGLOW) will have the fees 
waived.

You must provide valid press documentation 
when registering. View the accepted docu-
mentation list here. Direct links to published 
works must contain your name to be accepted.

Allow seven business days for your badge 
request to be verified and approved. Once 
approved, you’ll receive a confirmation and 
express pass through the email address you 
provided. This confirmation includes a hotel 
access code for reserving rooms in the ATA 
hotel block.

If you have questions or concerns regarding 
press verification, contact Wendy Lang, ATA’s 
membership manager at wendylang@archery-
trade.org.

### 

ATA PRESS REGISTRATION

by Mark Smith

https://www.archerytrade.org/trade-show/press
https://www.archerytrade.org/trade-show/registration
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https://www.visitindy.com/ata2018
https://www.archerytrade.org/news/ata-signs-multi-year-deal-with-indy-for-ata-show
https://www.visitindy.com/ata2018
https://www.visitindy.com/ata2018
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