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This issue marks the second full year as the
editor of HORIZONS. In fact, the Gaylord conference will be my first AGLOW meeting since taking
the helm of our flagship publication.
I look forward to personally thanking all
those who have contributed stories and photos to
these pages (8 issues worth) since my first newsletter back in pre-Covid, October 2019.
Expect to see more timely updates on the
conference as we approach early September - published in the “BETWEEN” newsletter every two
weeks, keeping you current on all things AGLOW
and conference related.
As I always do, I invite you all to pen a story or news item for sharing in these newsletters. If
only five percent of those receiving the bi-monthly
BETWEEN HORIZONS submitted an article, I’d
be receiving a dozen stories each issue - seems
doable considering we are all supposed to be “outdoor communicators”. If you have an idea for a story, photo spread, or new and current information on
a product or destination, send it in.
Enjoy the rest of summer, hope to see you in
Gaylord - less that two months away!

— Tom Watson
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A Summer Leading Up to Gaylord

H

appy Summer 2021! I hope everyone is making the most of a summer mostly unencumbered by
the COVID-19 restrictions we saw last year. Member postings on social media illustrate an increasing return to normalcy.
While traveling can still present unique challenges and inconveniences, many states and
venues are open. Several AGLOW members and I attended the Professional Outdoor Media Association in Franklin, Tennessee, in June. Most COVID restrictions there were lifted. I shared with several
attendees the benefits of expanding their horizons and exploring AGLOW membership. Hopefully,
those leads will generate a few new members. Each of us can work to recruit members, as Media Recruitment Committee Chairman Scott Mackenthun points out in this issue of Horizons.
I also just returned from a 10-day trip to South Africa, fulfilling a bucket list objective of mine
since I was a teenager. If anyone is interested, I would be happy to share some of those experiences
there with you at our 2021 AGLOW conference in Gaylord, Michigan.
What? You haven’t registered yet? There is nothing to wait for. Registration is open and the
program is coming together – at the 90% solution, as they say. Our Gaylord hosts are assembling a
juicy array of outdoor opportunities. Sessions and activities are filling up and we have speakers who
are sure to provide you content material and food for thought about the state of conservation, challenges, issues and opportunities, gun rights, and more.
Our Tuesday morning (Sept. 14) keynote address will be delivered by Rebecca (Becky)
Humphries, Chief Executive Officer of the National Wild Turkey Federation. Few people are as
tapped into the heartbeat of conservation at the national level than Humphries, with more than 40
years of experience in wildlife management and policy development. Before coming to the NWTF
several years ago, she served as the director of operations in the Great Lakes/Atlantic Region for
Ducks Unlimited, focusing on conservation delivery, policy and science.
Humphries’ presentation in Gaylord represents a bit of a homecoming. She served the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment for 32 years, including seven years as department director.
Mark Oliva, the National Shooting Sports Association’s Director of Public Affairs, is the featured speaker at Wednesday’s luncheon, covering today’s most important issues facing gun owners,
recreational shooters and hunters. He is a retired Marine Master Gunnery Sergeant with 25 years of
service, including tours in Iraq, Afghanistan, Haiti, Albania and Zaire. NSSF, a longtime supporter, is
graciously sponsoring that luncheon.
Finally, on a personal note, I was asked to serve on the 2021-2022 Voice of Leadership Panel
for The Hunting Wire. I get to write a couple essays regarding issues I see most impacting hunters today and in the future. I have a few ideas, but I welcome your thoughts if you would like to share them.
Yours in the Outdoors, — Ken Perrotte
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S

A “family” Get-together!

ummer has finally arrived here in northern Indiana and I can’t wait until it’s over. Heat, humidity and me do not get along. Plus, getting past summer just puts us that much closer to the
annual conference in Gaylord, Michigan.
Conference registration is now open and many of you have already signed up. My last
conversation with Paul and Christy at the Gaylord CVB was a great one. We talked about various activities in and around the venue and how excited they were to be hosting the conference this year.
They have indicated that all of the restrictions regarding covid have been lifted. There are currently
no limits for occupying indoor space or attendance limits on outdoor space.
Treetops Resort is our host facility and is located on a beautiful sprawling campus with numerous venues that offer facilities for dinners, cocktail receptions and seminars. We are currently
working on the scheduling and locations for our activities and events so that we can make the best use
of the accommodations that they have to offer.
I have had some of you reach out with questions regarding spouse trips and pre and post conference trips. Paul and Christy and still working on fine tuning those activities and should have a full
roster for me very soon. I will pass those along as soon as I have them.
If you plan on attending, please register as soon as possible as it really helps us with the meal
planning and such. Also, as soon as you have registered, contact Treetops to reserve your room. You
cannot do this online, it must be done by calling their special Group Reservations Toll Free Number:
855-261-8764 and ask for the AGLOW rate. If you reserve online you will NOT receive the AGLOW
rate.
If you would like to check out the schedule for the conference it is currently available on our
website at https://aglowinfo.org/events/annual-aglow-conference/
I would like to extend a very special thank you to our corporate partners who have stepped up
to help make this conference possible. Many are still struggling with the fall-out from the unfortunate
events that have unfolded over the past year and a half. Please make an effort to reach out to our
sponsors and let them know that they are appreciated.
It has been a tough road and I for one am truly looking forward to getting together with my
AGLOW family once again. I have honestly missed seeing you all.

2021 AGLOW CONFERENCE
Tree Tops Resort in Gaylord, Michigan September 12-16, 2021.
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Attention Media Members - Why join AGLOW?
Scott Mackenthun, Media Recruitment Committee Chair

W

ork continues on developing a media member
recruitment plan, a first for AGLOW and
quite candidly, something overdue as the
field of outdoor media continues undergoing
rapid transformation.
When I think back over the past four years
of membership in AGLOW (I joined in 2017), I’m
brought back to places and faces – the organization
is meaningful to me for so many positive reasons. In
conversing with some of you about what AGLOW
means to you and your thoughts on the organization,
I also hear the same positive reception.
AGLOW is family. I like to think the organization sells itself, but as members that comprise
the organization, we make up the backbone and are
the true caretakers of it. We have to do our part to
share this great organization with others to ensure its
continued success and because collectively we are
stronger with a large and active membership base.

to be a thoughtful document that can be built upon
and expanded in the future and provide some documentation of goals, objectives, intentions, ideas, and
more that will be helpful as our organization navigates presently and into the future. I’m asking anyone even slightly interested to join the media member recruitment committee – you can be a part of
shaping the organization for the future.
Short of joining the committee, I still want
to hear your thoughts on media member recruitment
– what can we do better as an organization? What
ideas for recruitment do you espouse? What does the
future of our organization look like and how can we
reach it successfully through media recruitment?

“…you can be a part
of shaping the organization
for the future.”
My plan before the annual meeting in Gaylord is to complete a one-page handout that offers
compelling reasons for media members to join
AGLOW. I’d love to get your feedback on this list
handout as well as passing along some photos that
might help spruce it up!
My hope is that this deliverable will be used
in multiple formats – as information on our web
page, incorporated into a member benefits video that
Tim Lesmeister plans to shoot, included in social
media posts, etc. It may be basic and simple, but
therein lies the elegance.
My hope is this document list is “evergreen”
– something that won’t become outdated because it
will remain true. No list is going to replace the genuine conversations and connections that all of you
have with colleagues in the world of outdoor industry and media – keep having those conversations,
keep mentioning AGLOW to others, and share this
great organization.
Also worth noting is that a larger media
member recruitment plan is ongoing – this is going
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Why Join AGLOW?
Networking - Join a group that will expand
your network of personal contacts in the outdoor
media, outdoor travel, and outdoor consumer industries. Corporate, Nonprofit, and Media members
have tremendous depth and breadth of reach and
experience in their respective fields. Come meet
some of the best leaders in these fields!

sive organization that celebrates your continued success and improvement. Whether you are a seasoned
veteran or new to outdoor media, this is a place to
grow and develop and meet lifelong friends.

Return on Investment – Who doesn’t want
a high ROI? You’ll have more money making opportunities as a member of AGLOW. Enjoy expanded
media opportunities, increase your audience and
your income, and learn more about the business side
of outdoor media membership.
Awards in Craft – Compete for awards and
prize dollars in the annual Awards in Craft competition. With a bevy of outdoor categories, you’re sure
to find eligibility in many and can compete against
some of the best outdoor media members in the
business. Awards in craft are popular with AGLOW
members who enjoy some artistic competition.
Craft Improvement – Learn about outdoor
media facets of which you know little or in which
want to expand your skills. Learn modern outdoor
media skills; recent topics covered in past conferences include harnessing the power of social media,
search engine optimization, and arranging your freelance outdoor media business for maximum tax benefit.
Professional Standing – AGLOW media
members are vetted and professional standing brings
earned privileges. AGLOW recognizes a wide array
of outdoor communication media. Your professional
accreditation will help you while applying for media
opportunities, when working with travel or industry
professionals, and in expanding your audience reach.
Have fun and travel – AGLOW annual
conferences and outdoor media camps will bring you
to some of the best places to get outdoors! Our
members love wild places and picking up a gun or a
rod is all part of the plan! You will have time
planned to explore, fish, and hunt during conferences and media camps give you fun stories
in first class outdoor destinations.
Your friends are here – Enjoy AGLOW’s
family feeling! In AGLOW, there are friends and
friends yet to meet. Enjoy a welcoming and inclu-
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now. Do engaging video on each platform - use tools such as Reel, or mobile
editors such as Splice.
4. Respond to All of Your Comments The more you engage with people, the
more they return and the quicker your
accounts will grow.
5. Keep a Person as the Subject - Social
media recognizes faces through image
recognition, so in almost all cases it’s
beneficial to have yourself or a face of a
brand be present in your media. People
relate to people - not things.

5 Tips to Grow Your Social Media
Faster
Nicole Stone

Below are 5 quick tips to grow a social
media platform quickly. First and foremost remember that social media companies make
money by having people on their platform as
long as possible.
1. Provide value - in most instances, accounts that provide value are accounts
that people save and go back to the most.
Have a niche and provide value in that
niche - be a source of authority people
can turn to.
2. Comment on other people’s content When people see you comment, it gives

you more exposure to them and their audience, then leading to them often following. This is one of the most authentic
ways of growing an audience.
3. Use Vertical Video - Facebook & Instagram have both said they will favor vertical videos over horizontal videos right
You can also create a link page that your
audience can use by building your own on your
website.
This is the best way to gain better traffic numbers for your blog or business site. This
only works if you already own your own site
and have control of that site. For a lot of businesses, this comes with a price tag
Many businesses have to hire out website adjustments. However, if you are a blogger
or understand basic website design and are look-
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For full social media guides, be sure to visit
nicolestone.com

Create Your Own
Instagram Link Page
Nicole Stone

ing for traffic, then I recommend you follow this
method.
For those who do have a website:
1. Create a new page that will be designated
only to links (this page will not be in your navigation or menu - so don’t worry about that).
2. Add a list of buttons, as shown below. Title
each button and add a link to each button. The
below page was created on my Squarespace
website.
3. You can also modify the URL to your choos-
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ing. Example: yourwebsite.com/instagramlinks.
4. Add this page to your Instagram Bio.
That’s it! You are finished!
GIVE YOUR AUDIENCE OPTIONS
The most important part is to give your
audience options. Some people may want to
read articles, others may want to discuss business, watch a YouTube channel or simply follow
you on other platforms. By having these options
available to them, you are more likely to appease to your audience. This means more conversions where you want them.
There is no better way to cater to your
audience than by providing them easy to understand options that can help them reach the information they are seeking with ease.
For more social media information
check
out
nicolestone.com.

2021 AGLOW Annual Conference
Tree Tops Resort in Gaylord, Michigan
September 12-16, 2021.
Download a Printable Conference Schedule at:
https://aglowinfo.org/events/annual-aglow-conference/
HORIZONS
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RV Sales Skyrocket During Pandemic

Sales of recreational vehicles have skyrocketed
during the pandemic, as people discover a safe
way to embrace nature!
Enjoying the outdoors while camping is
a safe way to travel while social distancing during the coronavirus pandemic.
There are a lot of first-time buyers as
well as veteran campers wanting to upgrade and
travel. Folks are getting tired of being “locked
down.” Camping provides a safe way to maximize family time while controlling the environment. And yes, RV’s are becoming harder to
find, with companies on lockdown.
Mid-price range RV’s sales were up 90%
in June of this year, and many folks are discovering the joy of tent camping, while cooking
meals over a campfire.
There’s something intrinsically worthwhile in enjoying the outdoors and getting back
to nature.
Outdoor activities offer many benefits. A
40 minute walk each day reduces stress and
calms people. I’ve camped in my back yard to
experience a change of scenery. Camping at
home allows me to think about things I need to

take along on the first camping trip of the season. A picnic around a campfire in the backyard
is a great way to wind down, discover a new
perspective on life while slowing the pace of
life down.
Make a walk or hike part of your daily
routine. Capture the memories by taking photos.
Our family started camping with a 9 by
9 tent, eventually upgrading to a used pop-up
camper, then a used Del-Ray pickup camper,
which had a foot of floor missing by the entrance door. The $600 cost of the camper was
affordable and I took steel and drive it into the
solid flooring, and placed a piece of plywood
over the old floor. We owned this camper for 16
years before selling it for $400 to a gentleman
who wanted the furnace and stove to place in his
horse trailer.
Eventually a 26-foot new trailer was
purchased, which had a bathroom in it. My wife
was finally very happy to have indoor plumbing.
The next RV was a 34.5-foot fifth wheel
followed by a 26-foot motor coach which allows
us to eventually explore the Wild West.
Many healthy outdoor opportunities
await discovery, while slowing down the pace
of life.

PHOTOS: Tom Watson
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Destination Out-of-Doors: Gaylord and the Pigeon River Country

H

emingway was a Michigander at heart; one
doesn’t have to dive very deep in his writing
to imagine sitting on a brook trout stream trying to match the hatch or sleeping under a
giant white pine in Michigan’s Northern Lower
Peninsula.
Although there isn’t much written history
detailing Hemingway’s endeavors in what is collectively known as Pigeon River Country — more than
100,000 acres of public land
in and around Otsego County— he did write about the
piece of landscape calling it
the “pine barrens east of
Vanderbilt.”
Like any resourceful
outdoors person, I would
like to believe Hemingway
stopped in for a cast on the
P i g e o n R i v e r, c a m p e d
alongside it on the banks,
listened to elk bugle and
walked along the hundreds
of miles of natural and manmade trails that exist.
With its great expanse and bountiful offerings, there isn’t another area
in Michigan’s Lower Peninsula that encompasses all
that PRC has to offer: fly
fishing, camping, hiking, cycling, kayaking, hunting
and the opportunity to see one of Michigan’s greatest conservation success stories — a sizeable elk
herd numbering more than 1,000 and thriving for the
past 100 years.
In spring, the Gaylord area and PRC hosts
thousands of anglers because nearby are the headwa-
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ters of five blue-ribbon trout streams — an angler
doesn’t have to venture far to find that first Hendrickson or Mother’s Day caddis hatch. The northern
boundary of the PRC is carved out by three large
lakes: Black, Mullet and Burt lakes. All of these
lakes offer excellent fishing opportunities for crappie, bluegill, pike, bass and walleye. Finding ‘gills
or bass on their beds is an
easy prospect as the water
and weather warms.
Otsego County is
home to over 90 inland
lakes, with Otsego Lake being the largest. Fishing opportunities include many of
the aforementioned species,
as well as one unique
species — sturgeon, one of
Michigan’s scarcest fish.
Otsego Lake is known for
producing sturgeon and is
very popular for ice fishing.
In fact, regulations are stringent on sturgeon harvest and
harvesting one on Otsego
Lake is on many anglers’
bucket list.
Littered throughout
the vast country, there are
numerous other, smaller
lakes, some considered
sinkhole lakes, that offer
ample fishing opportunities,
too. Situated on many of the shorelines of these
smaller lakes, rustic campsites provide the opportunity to get the family out and breathe in the fresh air
so lost in many other areas of Michigan.
PRC is home to one of the state’s most famous white pine stands — towering more than 100feet high and aging at more than 100 years as well,
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stepping into this 100-acre plot shows just how truly
small we are on the scale of history.
Known for excellent hiking and biking opportunities, Gaylord has worked with the state and
stakeholders to add an extension to the popular
North Central Trail, which now connects the village
of Waters all the way to Mackinaw City, with a convenient trailhead coming to downtown Gaylord by
fall 2019. The crushedlimestone trail accommodates the most experienced to the novice. Numerous other trails can be
found throughout the area,
ranging from paved in Aspen Park to rutted and rustic along the Shingle Mill
Pathway.
Rafting along
Sturgeon River just north
of Gaylord has become an
activity for all ages to en-
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joy. With the chance to see Bald Eagles, elk, whitetailed deer, woodcock, grouse, trout and many other
critters, a long, relaxing float might be just what
your family needs to recharge the batteries and connect to the long history of species that call Michigan
home.
With the heart of PRC situated some 20
miles northeast of Gaylord, the city gives outdoors
people the opportunity to
seamlessly move from
civilization to remoteness.
Gaylord offers countless
hotels, motels, resorts,
restaurants, shopping and
other businesses. With its
tagline “all outdoors,”
Gaylord truly represents a
town centered around the
pursuit of your outdoor
adventure.
(PHOTOS courtesy of the
Gaylord CVB)
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Snake Wrangling on Lake Washington, Mississippi

M

Kenneth L. Kieser
(Originally published in The Independence Examiner, June 12, 2021)

en and woman in the Mississippi Delta play
rough. The folks on Lake Washington, near
the town of Chatham, Mississippi have a
snake wrangling tournament—the kind
where you jump in the lake to grab snakes in their
own habitat
Lake Washington, a 5,000-acre oxbow, located in the Delta region, is loaded with large fish,
especially crappie, catfish and bass. Thousands visit
this unique lake annually to fish or in some cases to
wrangle snakes
Mississippi Lakes have a
good variety of
non-poisonous
water snakes to
wrangle or avoid.
Diamondback water snakes, broad
banded water
snakes, plain-bellied water snakes,
brown water
snakes, Mississippi green water
snakes and several
others have plenty
of thick habitat in
which to hide and
survive. Alligators,
largemouth bass
and predatory
birds eat snakes,
thick cover is required for survival.
Lake
Washington shorelines are a series of aquatic weeds, cypress trees and
stumps. A wide variety of snakes could be found
almost anywhere, but most seem to lay on low cypress branches or on top of weeds. Some find cool,
safe spots in the middle of thick vegetation.
You might not be surprised to learn that this
is a one-of-a-kind event. Most wrangle rattlesnakes
on dry land and with loops. This may seem totally
out of the question to most of us, but not to the brave
water snake wranglers. Participants know there is a
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100 percent chance they will be bitten by a snake
before they jump in the lake. Being bitten by an angry or frightened snake is just part of the sport. Water snakes tend to be aggressive with vicious strikes.
Imagine being hit by a strong man’s fist and add a
bite of sharp teeth. Some wear necklaces of broken
off snake teeth that broke off during their bite.
These southern folks, 30 to 35 contestants,
quietly slip by cover and use their bare hands to capture often-aggressive snakes. Many are law enforcement agents and
some likely are retired
special forces soldiers.
Others are just big,
tough southern boys and
girls that have little or
no fear and love this
challenge.
Dangers are real
and all participants are
aware that this could be
a deadly experience.
The biggest dangers
are cottonmouth snakes,
happy to share their poisonous venom through a
painful bite, or the rare
occurrence of stepping
on a foul tempered alligator. This excitement
draws participants from
all over the country.
During Snake Grabbin’
Rodeos, reptiles are
caught to raise money
for charity.
It is suggested that
contestants grab only non-poisonous water snakes,
but the bold will occasionally grab a cottonmouth,
North America’s only poisonous water snake, because they want to. No points are awarded for these
dangerous varieties. Contestants are encouraged to
not bother the poisonous cottonmouth or copperhead
snakes. However, the Grabuone Outfitters enter
these events and occasionally bring in a cottonmouth
or copperhead to show spectators the difference between poison and non-poisonous species
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Accidents happen in this competition. Unfortunately, two participants were bitten by poisonous cottonmouths in the recent June 1, 2021 tournament. A young man was bitten several times and
taken to the hospital. Both survived but no doubt
was sick and sore for several days. Non-poisonous
snakes are a different story.
“Folks wrangling snakes get bit by non-poisonous snakes and brag about it,” said Mike Jones,
owner of “Bait and Thangs Bait Shop” on Lake
Washington. “This is a true redneck sport. Lake
Washington, Mississippi is the only place in America that has this kind of event.”

bucket of snakes are dumped on them,” Jones said.
“This has become a tradition for our snake wrangling rodeo. We once had a dunking chair where a
ball hitting the target would release the loser into a
bucket of the snakes.”
There are two important facts to understand
about water snake wrangling. This sport is not for
weak-hearted individuals and you will never see me
doing it—and my heart is perfectly fine.
For more information about fishing or
snake wrangling at Mississippi’s Lake Washington
or fishing for monster crappie, catfish or bass, contact Mike Jones at 662-822-2087.

“We once had a dunking chair
where a ball hitting the target
would release the loser into
a bucket of the snakes.”
The event is simple, consisting of four teams
that compete for the best catches. The teams have
been predetermined. Teams start at 9 am and return
to the dock at 4 pm for the weigh-in. There is a ceremony and trophies are awarded to the participant
who catches the most snakes and the biggest snakes.
Snake wranglers either wade in the snaky
cover or slip close enough in boats for a grab. Irritated and suddenly caught snakes are shook back and
forth in the water to calm or disorient them. Snakes
are lighting quick and often bite its captor on the
hand, arm or anywhere it can reach.
“I decided to drive down for the snake grabbing event,” said Kody Lucas, Missouri angler. “I
caught a couple of small snakes but one over 60
inches took first place. I did catch one about 23
inches long. This event has been featured on television shows and videos. A large crowd of spectators
attend. Most go out in boats to watch wranglers
jump in snaked infested waters and grab their prey.
Sometimes the spectators’ boats actually get in the
way of snake wranglers.”
Many inquire about the snake’s welfare, but
participants are careful not to harm each reptile.
Many of the snakes are released but some get donated to science museums or herpetologists.
“Before the snakes are released, team members with the lowest scores lay on the dock and the
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Outdoor Edge™ Introduces the Duck Duo™
Combination— Outdoor Edge America’s leading

manufacturer of knives and tools for all things outdoors – is proud to introduce the Duck Duo™, the
latest addition to the company’s lineup of combination knife sets for sportsmen.
The Duck Duo so named because of the
unique duck head-shaped handle - includes both a
gut hook skinner and caping knife. The gut hook
skinner features a 3.7-inch drop-point blade and
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measures 7.2 inches overall, while the caping knife
features a compact 3.2-inch blade and measures 6.8
inches overall.
The drop point skinner’s gut hook lets you
open game like a zipper without fear of puncturing
internal organs, and the smaller caping knife is perfect for detailed, intricate cuts, as well as professionally caping out heads. The set stores safely and easily in the Kryptek Highlander camo nylon belt
sheath.
Both knives have 8Cr14MoV stainless steel
blades with a Rockwell-C Hardness (HRC) rating of
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57, which is the same HRC rating used by premium
German-style knifemakers like Zwilling J.A. Henckels and Wüsthof.
The Jerry Hossom design features a unique
duck head design which provides a locking grip in a
variety of positions and the rubberized non-slip TPR
handle that provides a non-slip hold, even when
things get wet and messy.
Two-knife combination sets for big game
hunters provide different blade shapes and sizes designed for specific tasks.
The Duck Duo will be available the Fall
2021.

For details, contact: moreinfo@outdooredge.com; or visit www.outdooredge.com;
Editorial Contact: Karen Lutto,
karen@hunteroc.com; or
HOC www.hunteroc.com
Have Your Bow Ready To Go Anywhere, Anytime -

Bow Spider, the quickest and easiest bow retrieval
system on the market, offers single and double pack
receivers for those that already own a full Bow Spi-
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der packing system. The extra receivers are ideal for
mounting your bow with the Bow Spider system in
your truck, tree stand, garage, at hunting camp or
even setting it up on a second backpack, making
your bow easily accessible anywhere and anytime.
They are available in black, green or tan. It is recommended that extra straps are ordered for attaching
to packs.
Contact: Karen Lutto; karen@hunteroc.com;
HOC Website: www.hunteroc.com
Outdoor Edge™ Introduces Wild Game Wednesday
Outdoor Edge – America’s leading manufacturer of knives and tools for all things outdoors – has
been providing cutlery and implements to help you
bring your game from field to freezer for over 33
years. Knowing how important it is for sportsmen to
get the most out of their harvest by turning it into the
most delicious, mouth-watering table fare imaginable, they have teamed up with a dedicated group of
hunters, chefs, photographers and, most importantly,
wild game enthusiasts, to deliver innovative and creative recipes weekly across email, social media, and
blogs, with Wild Game Wednesday.
These recipes are designed to make it easy
for all sportsmen, from newcomers to the most experienced, to create fabulous wild game dishes in their
own home. The contributors are located across the
U.S. to provide a range of game species and locally
foraged ingredients relevant to everyone. From the
lean red meat of elk and deer, fish taken from both
fresh and saltwater, to upland gamebirds, waterfowl,
and more, each week there will be something new
for you to enjoy.
After all, who wouldn’t want to know how
Chris Whonsetler turns venison steak into a yummy
steak and eggs meal, suitable for any time of the
day? Or how Victoria Loomis, the Gatherin’ Girl,
creates incredible sauteed frog legs? Or how Peak to
Plate’s Annie Weisz uses venison backstraps to build
a Philly cheesesteak sandwich to die for? This is just
a sampling of what you’ll find every week at Wild
Game Wednesday.
Make sure to keep an eye out every
Wednesday for recipes, tips and more. You can
check it out at https://www.outdooredge.com/
blogs/wild-game-wednesday. Contact: Karen
Lutto /
Hunter Outdoor Communications - karen@hunteroc.com, HOC Website: www.hunteroc.com
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OHIO - Help Survey Wild Turkeys
and Ruffed Grouse This Summer Citizen scientists can participate
in surveying Ohio’s wild turkey
and ruffed grouse populations by
reporting sightings in July and
August, according to the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources
(ODNR) Division of Wildlife.
Every summer, the Division of Wildlife conducts a turkey and grouse brood survey to
estimate population growth. The
brood survey relies on the public
to report observations of all wild
turkeys and ruffed grouse seen
during July and August. Observations may be submitted at the
Wildlife Reporting System webpage at wildohio.gov as well as
the HuntFish OH mobile app.
Information collected for
wild turkeys includes the number
of gobblers, hens, and young
turkeys (poults) observed. Information collected for ruffed
grouse include the number of
adults and young observed. The
date and the county where the
observation occurred are recorded for both species. Biologists
began tracking summer observations of wild turkeys in 1962.
Ruffed grouse were added to the
survey in 1999.
MINNESOTA - Apply By Aug. 20
For Camp Ripley Archery Hunts Hunters can start applying for the
regular archery deer hunt at
Camp Ripley near Little Falls.
The application deadline is Friday, Aug. 20.
Beginning this year, the
format of the hunt will change to
a single 3-day event happening
Oct. 29-31 (Fri.-Sun., application
code 668). A total of 2,500 permits will be made available.
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Successful applicants must buy a
valid archery license to participate. The bag limit for this year’s
hunt is two, and bonus permits
may be used to take antlerless
deer. Additional rules and instructions for this year’s hunt
will be posted by early August
on the DNR website.
Hunters may choose
from three options to apply for
the Camp Ripley archery hunts:
1) In person at any one of 1,500
license agents located throughout
Minnesota; 2) By telephone at
888-665-4236; 3) Online at gov/
buyalicense.
The archery hunt at
Camp Ripley is an annual event.
The DNR coordinates the hunt in
collaboration with Central Lakes
College Natural Resources Department, and the Department of
Military Affairs, which manages
the 53,000-acre military reservation.
For more information:
c o n t a c t : j a c o b . n . k i t z m a nn.mil@mail.mil Camp Ripley
Wildlife Resource Manager/
Camp Ripley.
NORTH DAKOTA GFD - Watchable
Wildlife Photo Contest - Photographers who are interested in
sending photos for the North
Dakota Game and Fish Department’s Watchable Wildlife Photo
Contest are reminded to follow
the guidelines for submitting
their work.
Photographers should go
to the Game and Fish Department’s website at gf.nd.gov/photo-contest. Then it is a matter of
providing some pertinent information about the photo and uploading it. Doing so helps both
with ease of submitting photos
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for the photographer and managing those images for department
staff.
The contest is now open
and the deadline for submitting
photos is Oct. 1. For more information or questions, contact
Patrick Isakson, department conservation biologist,
at pisakson@nd.gov.
The contest has categories for nongame and game
species, as well as plants/insects.
An overall winning photograph
will be chosen, with the number
of place winners in each category
determined by the number of
qualified entries.
Contestants are limited
to no more than five entries. Photos must have been taken in
North Dakota. By submitting an
entry, photographers grant permission to Game and Fish to
publish winning photographs
in North Dakota OUTDOORS,
and on the department’s website.
INDIANA - Apply For Reserved
Hunts Starting July 6 - Beginning
July 6, hunters can apply for a
variety of reserved hunts online
by visiting on.IN.gov/reservedhunt.
The online method is the
only way to apply for the hunts
listed below. No late entries will
be accepted. Applicants must
possess a hunting license that is
valid for the hunt for which they
are applying.
Hunters will be selected
through a random computerized
drawing. Applicants will be able
to view draw results online within two weeks after the application period has closed. An email
will be sent to all applicants
when draws are completed.
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Applications for the following hunting opportunities
open July 6. Applications must
be submitted by 11:59 p.m. on
Aug. 9:
• Dove Hunts:
• FWA Waterfowl Hunts: FWA
Deer Hunts: State Park Deer
Hunts: Military and National
Wildlife Refuge (NWR) Deer
Hunts:Indiana Private Lands
Access (IPLA) Hunts:
• Pheasant Hunts: Additional
information about these hunts
will become available at a later
date.
Please note that only one
application per hunt is allowed.
No changes can be made once an
application is submitted.
The application process
is now consolidated into the license system website along with
CheckIN Game and HIP registration. An online account is not
required to apply, but a Customer
ID number is needed.
More information is
available at on.IN.gov/reservedhunt. Media contact: Dan Eckstein, Southwest Public Lands
S u p e r v i s o r, D N R F i s h &
Wildlife, 812-512-9176, deckstein@dnr.IN.gov.
SOUTH DAKOTA - Registration
Open for “Becoming An Outdoor
Woman” Workshop - The South
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks
(GFP) Department announced
that registration is currently open
for Becoming an Outdoors
Woman (BOW). This year BOW
will be held September 10-12 at
Outlaw Ranch near Custer.
The BOW workshop will
focus on hands-on learning of
outdoor skills. Topics are primarily associated with hunting and
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fishing, but other relevant outdoor skills will also be covered.
These classes are targeted towards beginning outdoor enthusiasts.
Registration is open to
new participants or individuals
bringing new participants until
July 7. After July 7, registration
will be open to everyone.
Women looking to register must be 18 years or older and
will have the opportunity to participate in four classes of their
choice. Activities include
archery, fly fishing, birding,
shooting, paddling, photography
and more. All class equipment
and materials will be provided.
The cost to participate is
$190 and includes meals and
lodging in shared, one-room
sleeping cabins.
Registration is currently
available online and individuals
looking for more information can
contact maggie.Lindsey@statesd.us
MINNESOTA DNR wildlife managers use multiple tools for improving grassland habitat
Restoring, managing and
enhancing grassland habitat is
year-round work for the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources.
In the winter months,
contractors remove trees that can
reduce the value of prairies for
grassland birds. In the spring,
DNR staff conduct prescribed
fires. In the fall, contractors help
DNR staff harvest seed for next
spring’s restoration projects. Two
important tools for grassland
management in the middle of the
summer are haying and grazing.
Haying and grazing both
simulate the herds of bison and
elk that historically grazed the
prairie. They can increase plant
diversity and insect abundance.
The shorter grasses create habi-
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tats where it is easy for young
pheasants and other birds to forage for grasshoppers and other
insects. Only a small part of a
WMA is hayed in any year. This
creates brood-rearing habitat but
still leaves plenty of fall and
winter cover.
Grasslands are important
for a number of reasons in Minnesota’s farmland region. They
provide wildlife and pollinator
habitat. They also sequester and
store carbon, capture potential
floodwater, filter water and improve groundwater recharge.
And they support many types of
close-to-home recreation.
Contact: Dave Weitzel,
david.weitzel@state.mn.us,
Grand Rapids area fisheries sup e r v i s o r, o r J o n H a n s e n ,
jon.hansen@state.mn.us, DNR
fisheries program consultant.
MINNESOTA DNR invites comment on proposed sunfish regulations - Second phase of lakes in
Quality Sunfish Initiative would
get lower sunfish bag limits.
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources encourages to the public to weigh
in on proposed special fishing
regulations that would allow anglers to keep fewer sunfish from
50 lakes. The proposed regulations are part of the ongoing
Quality Sunfish Initiative.
The proposed lower bag
limits on 50 lakes would go into
effect in March 2022. Under the
proposal, sunfish daily bag limits
would be reduced from the
statewide limit of 20 sunfish to
five sunfish on some lakes and
10 sunfish on others. Some lakes
also have similar proposals for
lower crappie daily bag limits.
Comments on the proposed regulation changes may be
submitted multiple ways, including through an online survey that
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is open through Sunday, Oct. 31,
by contacting an area fisheries
office, or by attending an in-person meeting this fall. Details
about the meetings will be posted
and publicized later this summer.
Through the Quality
Sunfish Initiative, nearly 100
lakes received bag limit reductions in March of 2021. In total,
the DNR plans to increase the
number of lakes with reduced
bag limits to approximately 210
by 2023, up from 60 before the
initiative began.
Although anglers have
told the DNR they are satisfied
with sunfish numbers, they have
voiced increasing concerns about
sunfish size quality. They also
have voiced concern about the
added pressure on fisheries as a
result of electronic fish finders
and other technological advancements, including rapid social media communication between anglers when fish are biting.
In addition to the 50
lakes where the DNR is proposing new special sunfish and
crappie regulations, the DNR
also is proposing minor changes
to 63 lakes that already have
special reduced possession limits. Under these changes, the reduced possession limit will
change to a reduced daily limit,
which will allow an angler to
take a daily limit from a lake
multiple days in a row until
reaching their statewide possession limit (20 sunfish, 10 crappie). The change will create consistency with the newly implemented Quality Sunfish Initiative
regulations and is not projected
to have additional biological impacts.
Minnesota fishing regulations use sunfish as the generic
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name for bluegill, pumpkinseed,
green sunfish, orange-spotted
sunfish, longear, warmouth and
their hybrids.
More about the survey
and sunfish biology, the Quality
Sunfish Initiative, and lists of
lakes proposed for special sunfish regulations can be found on
the MNDNR website: https://
www.dnr.state.mn.us/fish/sunfish/index.html.

ILLINOIS Youth and Adult Deer
Hunting Opportunities Available on Private Land Through
IRAP

The Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) is taking
applications from youth firearm
deer hunters and youth and adult
archery deer hunters for Fall
2021 deer hunting on private
land through the Illinois Recreational Access Program (IRAP).
The IDNR has leased
13,365 acres of private land for
the Fall 2021 deer hunting season through IRAP, creating 323
public access deer hunting sites
in 39 counties. Sites are available
for the 2021 Youth Firearm Deer
Season (Oct. 9-11, 2021), and for
youth and adult archery deer
hunting the entire month of October and December 16-31, at no
cost to participants to access
those sites. To apply, a licensed
hunter must submit an online
application.
To participate as a youth
hunter, applicants must have not
reached their 18th birthday by
the first day of the hunting period and must be accompanied by
an adult of at least 21 years of
age. Hunters may submit up to
three IRAP deer hunting applications per year, one for each
IRAP deer hunting period. A lottery drawing will be held when
more applications are received
than there are sites available.

JULY, 2021

The IRAP program is
funded through a grant from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Natural Resources Conservation
Service Voluntary Public Access
Habitat Incentive Program.
For more information
about IRAP, visit: https://
www2.illinois.gov/dnr/conservation/IRAP/Pages/default.aspx or
e-mail dnr.irap@illinois.gov

New York Applauds NOAA’s
Proposed National Marine
Sanctuary On Lake Ontario-

“Underwater National Park” to
Highlight New York’s Rich Maritime History on Lake Ontario
If Approved, Designation Would
be First National Marine Sanctuary off New York’s Shores
The New York State Department of State, Office of
Parks, Recreation, and Historic
Preservation, and the New York
State Museum applauded the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)’s
release of its draft proposal for a
national marine sanctuary in
eastern Lake Ontario and the
Thousand Islands region of the
St. Lawrence River. The proposed sanctuary designation celebrates upstate New York’s
unique maritime heritage and
provides a national stage for
promoting the region’s tourism
and recreational opportunities.
NOAA is proposing to
designate up to a 1,786-square
mile area of Lake Ontario and
the Thousand Islands region adjacent to Jefferson, Wayne, Oswego, Cayuga, and St. Lawrence
counties in the state of New York
that serves as a gateway between
the Great Lakes and the ocean.
The nominated area contains 64
known shipwrecks and one aircraft representing events spanning more than 200 years of our
nation's history. Based on histor-
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ical records, an additional 20
shipwrecks and three aircraft
may be located there.
Often referred to as underwater parks, this national marine sanctuary would enhance
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many existing state and federal
protections for shipwrecks without limiting uses like fishing,
boating, and shipping. The sanctuary designation would also
bring new opportunities for research, educational programming, community engagement,
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and economic development. If
designated, New York State and
NOAA would co-manage the
sanctuary.
See the Federal Register
notice: NOAA-NOS-2021-0050.
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How To Properly Release Fish
Joe Henry/LOTW

T

here is a very good population of big walleyes in
Lake of the Woods and they are a blast to catch.
Because of the slot limit set up for sustainability
of the walleyes in the lake stating all walleyes between 19.5 – 28 inches must be released, there is a
lot of releasing going on. Whether it is walleyes or
other species of fish, big fish or little fish, if your
intent is to release them, it’s important to better understand the steps that can be taken leading to the
fishes best
chance of survival. Planning
for and understanding how to
take good care
of these fish and
releasing them
in a timely
manner greatly
increases their
chance of survival.
Right
off the bat, fish
survival will be
better in shallower depths of
water and when
water temps are
colder. Keep this in mind. For instance, if you have
a good walleye bite going in 36 feet of water in August, the mortality rate will be higher on release fish
vs releasing those fish in 20′ of water or in colder
water. Consider catching a few and moving on to
shallower depths.
The technique we use to catch fish also
helps determine survival. For instance, catching a
fish on a jig typically means the fish is hooked in the
mouth as you set the hook right away upon feeling
the bite. When using a live bait rig in which you
have to let the fish “take it” for a bit, the chances of
a fish getting the hook deep is higher. When a fish
has a hook that is deep, actually snipping the line off
is the fishes best chance of survival vs doing surgery
and ripping the hook out, regardless of how careful
you are.
There are a number of tips to increase the
odds of a fish surviving when releasing it. A main
tip is plan ahead. Have your needle nose pliers, jaw
spreader, measuring board and camera all ready to
go to save time. The quicker you can land the fish,
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take the fish out of the net, remove the hook, possible snap a couple of pictures and release the fish
back into the water, the better.
It is important to understand how to properly
hold a fish not only for properly releasing it but also
to minimize cuts and getting stuck. Small fish are
less of a challenge than large fish. Anglers will learn
fairly quickly how to grab a perch or white bass and
not get cut up by the sharp gill plates. Sunfish anglers know the
technique of
smoothing back
the top spiny
fin.
And for
those parts in
which catfish
and bullheads
are popular, understanding how
to navigate your
hand around the
two side and
one top fins that
have barbed
spines in them
is important.
On Lake of
the Woods, the
majority of releasing involves walleyes. One way to hold a walleye is by the hard cartilage area in their gill area.
Make sure you hold them by the tough cartilage that
makes up their gill structure in their head area but do
not actually touch the red gills in which they pull
oxygen from the water to breathe. Keep your fingers on the outside of their actual gills. Their actual
gills are red and should not be touched or grabbed.
Take two or three fingers and slide them along the
outside of the gill area up into the tough cartilage of
the walleye. When using this technique on fish over
10 lbs, try and support their body weight by placing
your second hand under their belly and holding them
horizontally vs vertically. Bass and crappies are typically held in the mouth as they don’t have sharp
teeth and their mouths are inviting as they are big
and easy to grab.
Pike and muskies are typically held within
the hard cartilage of the gill area with one hand with
the other hand supporting the body weight of the
fish horizontally if it is a big fish. Keeping control
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of these predators during the release will improve
their odds of survival.

To find out more about fishing Lake of the
Woods, check out www.LakeoftheWoodsMN.com

“Have patience,
the fishes life
depends upon it.”
In the old days, it was common for anglers to hold
pike by the eyes. This is frowned upon as it will
blind the fish.
Lake sturgeon, well, these can be huge fish
and there are a few tips to a successful release. Consequently, it is important not to hold these fish vertically. They are so heavy, internal organs and tissue
can actually tear from their weight. Remember, in
nature, these fish swim and live horizontally in water. Holding them vertically can simply be too much
weight for their internal organs to handle.
During the release process, don’t hold sturgeon by the cartilage in their gills if they are too
big. It can actually be best to have one hand on their
tale as it is firm and easy to grab with the other hand
supporting the body weight of the fish under its belly and holding it horizontally. If the fish is really
big, it will take two people to cradle the fish! If you
don’t need to bring the fish in the boat, some anglers
will pop the hook out while the fish is in the water
next to the boat or even in a net if using a net large
enough to hold a big sturgeon.
Really try not to drop fish or touch touch
their eyes during the release. Dropping a fish can
lead to obvious damage. Touching their eyes can
make them blind. When releasing a fish, it is also
important to try not to remove the slime from a fishes sides. This is a protective coating against harmful
parasites, etc to the fish. As many of you know, a
couple of fish with a lot of slime is a pike or a
muskie. Pike often carry the nickname, “slimer”,
and for good reason.
When you release the fish in the water, use
more of a side by side motion vs forward and back
to get water into it’s gills. Forward and back can actually drown a fish. Support the fish upright and
slowly go back and forth until the fish makes the
effort to swim on their own. If the fish is tired out
from a long fight and the process of being out of the
water, it may take a few minutes. Have patience, the
fishes life depends upon it.
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Bustin’ Mississippi River’s Backwater Rice Field Bas
Story/Photos: Tom Watson (Originally published in Kayak Angler magazine)

If the upper Mississippi River is the main
artery in the heart of SW Wisconsin’s bluff country,
the myriad subtle currents flowing throughout its
extensive network of interwoven backwater channels
are its Fresh water capillaries.
Bait fish follow this flowage deep into the
expanses of shallow water supporting dense growths
of reeds and wild river rice - a perfect habitat for
hungry large-mouth bass - and kayak anglers who
know how to work the weeds to catch ‘em
Fresh water capillaries. Bait fish follow this flowage
deep into the expanses of shallow water supporting
dense growths of reeds and wild river rice - a perfect
habitat for hungry large-mouth bass - and kayak anglers who know how to work the weeds to catch
‘em.
Jeremiah is that angler - his day job as Director of Sports Sales & Events for the La Crosse
CVB coupled with his prize-winning success in regional kayak bass fishing tournaments enhances his
savvy on where and how to fish these backwaters
teaming with keeper bass.
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From the moment we launched at Goose
Island, I hammered Jeremiah for tips on tactics as he
hammered a bass on almost every other cast.
River Conditions:
Shallow backwaters
swell with water and abundant weed growth during
spring/fall flood season, providing access across a
wider section of the flood plain. Those waters supporting healthy fields of rice are often only 6”- 8”
deep, amid rice and reed stalks 3’- 5’ high, reducing
surface level visibility to only a few yards around
the kayak. Fall weather means lots of top-of-water
action from both large and small-mouth bass.
Technique: The key is to be able to find
small openings of clear water within the extremely
shallow rice fields. Standing provides a higher vantage point for looking across and down through the
rice, and minimizes glare and reflections off the water. Check for subtle movement on the opening’s
surface. Lob cast a soft-bodied frog down into the
back edge of that opening and work it back through
the rafts of duckweed using a “walk-the-dog” technique and pauses during the retrieve. Bass feel those
changes in the water.
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Kayak of Choice: Bonafide SS127 fishing
kayak with HI-RISE seating system, featuring a high
back seat rack system and foldable frame that quickly converts into a lower position. Jeremiah says
standing affords the angler more range of motion.
“Think trying to swing a baseball bat sitting
down versus standing up and turning the hips into
it.” Also, he adds, the Bonafide’s high seat means
there’s no need to shuffle forward to stand. Jeremiah

Gear/Lures: JACKALL KAERA small,
compact soft-sided frog bait - pointed nose, good
cool water, light feeding bait; swim jigs with big
skirts and bristle weed protectors; hollow-bodied
frogs with bluegill color pattern, use dark colors in
duck weed, on dark days - bright colors on bright
days. Use walking baits (spooks, chug bugs) on open
waters.
Gear/Rods & Reel: “Heavy rods are ideal
for pitching heavy weights through thick mats and
against horsing those fish out of the jungle and
quickly back to the kayak.”
Jeremiah prefers 7’ 6” or 7’ 3” ALX IKOS
HAMMER (longer, heavier rod for better leverage
getting fish from thick vegetation); IKOS ZOLO
6’8” 9 armed with 20#-30# braided line for “good
walking action” using lures with light wire treble
hooks. Shorter rod works better for keeping the tip
low but out of the water when downward twitching.
He suggests a reel with a higher speed gear ratio, “It
helps get the fish out of the thick vegetation and to
the kayak fast and efficiently…”
When I asked Jeremiah why he had at least
8-9 rigged rods sticking out of his kayak he replied:
“When you golf you don’t carry just one club, do
you?” Indeed, when it comes to kayak angling for
bass, he is the master on these watery, weedy links!”

likes its “smooth glide, good maneuverability - its
‘fishability’ so aptly suited for this shallow backwater environment.
Rigging: Jeremiah exchanges his dry pod
with the standard pod, “it’s too worthless in the shallows and the weeds.” He often removes the middle
link in his 12’ Yak-Attack Park-N-Pole to use the
shortened section as a stake out pole.
He also relies on the Yakatat Leaverage
Landing Net as he can quickly use his free left hand
to sit back down and scoop up his catch.
Gear/Line: 50#-65# braided - used with
soft-bodied frogs (floats, doesn’t stretch, strong);
40# - fishing general weed conditions; 10#-15#
sinking fluorocarbon for light finesse (weightless
Texas-rigged Senko worms).
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